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EDITORIAL NOTE 


The letters of John Ruskin to his bookseller and 
friend, Bernard Quaritch, were given to me by my late 
Father, Bernard Quaritch, in 1888, the year of the 
last letter in this collection, 

These letters have becn in my possession from that 
time onwards, They were, on my Father’s advice, 
bound into two volumes towards the end of the last 
century. 

‘ Vol, I contains Letters 1867-1883. 


Vol, If contains Letters 1883-1888. 


Certain names, or titles, or prices, have been, written 
upon some letters, These are by Bernard Quaritch or 
one of his assistants, 

I am presenting these volumes to the Brantwood 
Museum, as I feel it appropriate that the letters should 
have their final resting place at Brantwood—Ruskin’s 
home for so many years—and from where most of 
the letters were written, 

It is with some regret I part with what for so long 
has been a treasured possession, but Iam glad to know 
that the letters have been accepted by the Custodians 
of the Brantwtd Museum, and will be thus included 
amongst the other relics and mementoes of John 
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Ruskin and be preserved there, it is hoped, for all 
time. 
The two volumes contain’ 168 letters from John 
Ruskin together with a few other (1888) letters from 
his cousin Mrs Joan Ruskin Severn (Mrs Arthur 
Severn), 

‘When mentioning recently to an old and well. 
known Hampstead resident—Miss Mary Hill—my 
intended visit to Brantwood she told me of her 
acquaintanceship with the late Mr Arthur Severn. 
Upon one occasion Mr Severn referred to his father’s 
close friendship with Keats which caused Miss Hill 
to exclaim “What a privilege it must have been for 
your father to have tended Keats during his last 
days.” Mr Severn’s reply was “Yes—and it was ty 
privilege to be with Ruskin during his last years.” 


CHARLOTTE QUARITCIE WRENTMORE 


Angust 1938 
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LETTERS OF JOHN RUSKIN 
TO BERNARD QUARITCH 


DENMARK HILL, 8.2. 
My dear Sir, 
Mr. Thos, Warr will write to you to give directions 


about the Sowerby. Most truly Yours, 


Mr, Bernard Quaritch. J. RUSKIN. 


My dear Sir, 

Isent you the books thinking you might be able to 
allow me something in exchange for them—or if not 
that you would send them to Sotheby’s for me—they 
are mere incumbrance to me in my present narrow 


rooms. Very truly Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


DENMARK HILL, $8. 
7TM DEC, 67. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

Put my name down asa subscriber to the new book 
coming out of illumination of Irish manusctipts—you 
sent mea prospectus the other day but I can’t lay hand 
OMI. Truly Yours, 

J. RUSKIN. 
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DENMARK ITET, Salk 
STM DUGRMBER, 1808, 
Dear Mr, Quaritch, 
Please put aside for me all or any you still have of 
the four works marked on enclosed slips. 


Truly Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


DENMARK IIL, & 
My dear Mr. Quaritch, 


Iam much obliged to you for telling me of this 
book on Java flowers, but I have spent cnough on 
Botany for the present, and must absolutely forbid 


myself any further indulgence, rvruly Yours, 


J. RUSKIN, 


LETTERS OF JOHN RUSKIN 
DENMARK HILL, S. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

I have returned you that Eustathius—it does not 
suit me at all—nor will I ever give prices of that sort 
for unillustrated books. When I ask you to look out 
for a book for me, only mean that if you come across 
one you may let me know of it—or advise me of any 
that you buy but you must not buy without knowing 
my wishes. 

Nor do I wish to see this printed Horae. I never buy 
anything but MSS. Truly Yours, 

J. RUSKIN. 


DENMARK HILL, S.B. 
22ND OCT. 1869, 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

I enclose cheque for £15, of which put the excess 
to my credit, I shall be sure to mount up to that value 
of other books—I find a book of old date referred to 
by Sowerby very often—“ Culpepper —what is this? 

I like what I bought yesterday very much—and 
liked my litele talk with you no less, 

# Very truly Yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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DUNMARK WHILE, $1 
DUCHEMBER 21, 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

Will you kindly have the particulars of the account 
which I paid on Saturday made out for me—book by 
book. Ihave only the enclosed—and we made it out 
in a scrambling way owing to my hurry. 

Always truly Yours, 


J. RUSKIN, 


Norn. This letter was written for bue was only sigued by 
J. Ruskin, Ep. 


CORPUS CHRISTI COLLHGS, 
OXPORD, 
TOT JUNE, 
My dear Quaritch, 
Ishall be in town next week early, Please keep both 
these MSS for me to sec. I’m nearly certain to take 
the XMeh cent Psalter if it’s really fine, 


Ever truly Yours, 
J, RUSKIN, 
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28TH PRB. 72 
BRANTWOOD, CONISTON. 


My dear Quaritch, 

I think there is ne- (sic) scarcely any doubt that that 
Bible will suit me—and so I will ask you now to send 
it me, but J resorve the right to return it if I think the 
work coarse. I assume that it is a perfect codex, 
—Psalms excepted—and that all the Prologues have 
picture (sic) illuminated letters. Send it meas soon as 
you can. The other I won’t have. 


Ever most truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
My dear Quaritch, 
Iam heartily obliged by. the sight of these books— 
I shall keep the Ovid* but cannot make a precedent 
of larger price for Holbein—I am open to themat £25. 
Your copy is however a very fine one, but mine is 
nearly as good. 
* The Ovid looks in fine state but has been re- 
touched—I fancy, and obviously torn and mended, 
Truly yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


The Holbein will be sent back cither to-day or 
tomorrow. 
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WRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTITRU 
. [1872,] 
Dear Quaritch, 
I meant to come to sce missal—but couldn’t-—the 
enclosed was crushed all day long in my pocket vainly, 
I shall be back in June or carly July, 1,V. 
GrateLully Yrs, 
PR 


CORPUS CHRISTI COLLIGH, 
OXPORD. 
I7TI NOV. 72. 


My dear Quaritch, 
What a comic formal letter to your old customer | 
—Send me the Holbein things I shall be glad of them, 
Truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Oddly enough I am just looking over your paper on 
“Choice of Trade” for children—for publication 


last night. 


LETTERS OF JOXIN RUSKIN 


LAST DAY OF’72, 
BRANTWOOD, CONISTON, 


My dear Quaritch, 

It is truc, I gave £25 for the Bible cuts, because I 
wanted them and assumed that your price was right, 
—not knowing the worth of the book. The other I 
do, or did, know the worth of, and unless itis a better 
impression than mine, shall not kcep it at £40; but if 
it is finer than mine, I will, assuredly. The others I 
should think securely stay here. Parcel won't be here 
yet for a day. A good New Year to you. 


Truly yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 


I have ordered a “Fors” * to be sent you; sce the 
Booksellers complaint. 


* “Fors Clavigera.” Ep, 


BRANT WOOD, CONISTON, 
IST JANUARY 73. 
My dear Quaritch, 

Iam greatly flattered by your thinking of taking up 
my books yourscl&—and I am sure there is no one 
who would do what should or could be done for 
them more energetically, but I am not sure whether 
I stated in my last letter one limitation which may 
make the whole thing inacceptable to you, namely 
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that I retain the right to publish myself in my own 
continuous expensive edition, what portions I like of 
the older books. That edition of my own is to con- 
tinue, in volumes priced either 9/6 or 19/~ cach—as 
I can issue them: and will include, in altered forms, 
much of the 3rd, 4th, and sth vols. of Modern 
Painters—some of the Seven Lamps—and perhaps the 
half of the Stones of Venice. For this edition of my 
own, I shall prepare entirely new plates and wood~ 
cuts, 

The offer I make is of the copyright of all my books 
published before 1870,—to be issued in their present 
text, with no omissions or alterations—but in any 
form—cheap, or periodical—or what not—the pub- 
lisher chooses, All the plates and woodcuts, in their 
present state—are to form a part of the purchase,— 
I mean the whole thing—copyright and plates—to go 
for one round sum, and so save bother.—The purchaser 
haying of course the right to prepare other plates 
ftom them if he chooses,—I shall initerfore in nothing, 
except only in the one point that the texts are to be 
unaltered, 

T never thought you were likely to care about this 
thing, and was advised to put it up to auction, which 
indeed I have given directions to do, not in the least 
knowing what would be a fair price to ask. If you 
care to move in the matter further, I will send you 
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proofs of the plates of Modern Painters in their present 
State. 
Tenclose cheque for Ovid and Vocabularies and am 
Always truly Yours 
J, RUSKIN. 
Apparently the above letter should have been dated 1st 
Febriiary 1873, and have followed the letter of 30th January 
(sec below). Ep. 
BRANTWOOD, 


CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 
I7TU (JAN. 1873). 


My dear Quaritch, 

These axe the things I meant—but I'll only have 
them on inspection please. I left the big ones unpaid 
carriage—you can afford it better than I now ! 

Ever truly Yours 
JR 
BRANTWOOD, 


CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
30TIL JAN. 73. 


My dear Mr. Quaritch, 
Yes, send me that vocabulary. 
I'm thinking of disposing of the copyright of all 
my books published before 1870—for any bookseller 
to do what he likes with. It wouldn’t be in your way, 


PAUEp ese: Ever truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, CONISTON, 
(441 vat.) 1873, 
My dear Quaritch, 

I don’t think there will be any difficulty about the 
terms of the copyright, I keep the right to publish 
one connected series of my works, in bound volumes 
costing 9/6 or 19/-, and the buyer can publish any- 
thing he likes in any form he likes—the books being 


Modern P. , 5 vols, 
Stones Venice 3 
Seven Lamps I 
Edinburgh Lectures T 
Crown of Wild Olives x (1866) 
Two Paths I 
Elements of Drawing = 

Sesame & Lilies L 
Notes on Academy 1 
Polit. Econ. of Art 1 


With this last one—seventcen volumes, 
Smith and Elder have nearly ready some re-issue of 
Modern Painters. 

It is partly in consequence of my not being pleased 
by some of their proceedings that I take up this plan. 

Their whole present stock of these books would 
form part of the bargain, but on what terms J shall get 
this part of the business arranged, I dont know. Ihave 


(1868). 


to 
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written to them to inform them of my intentions or 
at least proposals about auction. 
Ever truly yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


I shall be in town after the roth and will call and talk 
the matter over. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 


Your carelessly written 5/- for 9/- but will pay the 
difference on next account. 
Ever truly Yours 


J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postinark: London. S.E. De, 17. 74. 
Addkessed : 
Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly, W. 


GHORGH INN, AYLESBURY. 
181M AUG. 76, 

My dear Quaritch, 
Tam afraid I can’t get up to town on Monday as I 
intended. Can you venture to send me that beautiful 
Bible down here tomorrow, to look at on Sunday? 


II 
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and can you give me the afternoon on Tuesday or 
Wednesday to see the other MSS. If you can’t, Tl 
come up on Monday by afternoon train, And let me 
know if that is really the last price you can take for the 
Bible, and if there is anything in the rest of the collec- 
tion you think will be as tempting to me. 
Ever truly yours 
J. RUSKIN, 


AYLUSBURY, 
20TH AUG. 76. 


My dear Quaritch, 

Iam very much obliged to you for letting me look 
at this lovely MSS. 

I want it terribly, but the loss of its first leaf makes 
it a very unsatisfactory purchase, however precious 
the rest. 

I think the sooner we scttle the matter the better— 
so I will come on Tuesday afternoon to sce what else 
you have—but I fear I may bea little lato—unless I can 
get away by the 12 train, ifso I shall be with you by 
$ past two or thereabouts—and at any rate by five. 


Ever truly yours 
Je RUSKIN, 
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SIMPLON VILLAGE, 
IST SEPTEMBER 1876, 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

T enclose cheque for the great manuscript—and as 
I have not delayed a day after I knew that my stock 
was sold and my balance up again—I hope you will 
continue to count me among your virtuous clients— 
Let me thank you again for the pleasant afternoon 
among the MSS. 

Send receipt to poste restante Venice. 


Ever truly Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRG, 
20TH JULY 77, 


With Mr. Ruskitn’s kind regards, But he thinks the 
dirty little injured Psalter very dear, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, TANGCASHIRG 
STU SRP LT. 77. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

If you still have the Bettoni Uccelli, please send it 
me here—I have no doubt J shall keep it, but want to 
see the binding and state of plates. 

Very truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANGASUIRG, 
OTHOCT. 77, 
Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

You may send me enclosed—certainly—(30/- 
meaning 30 shillings, I supposc)—and please look if 
Towe anything clsc and put all down with the Italian 
birds and Till send you cheque in time. 


Most truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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See over leaf. 
BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRE, 
24 TIE ERB. 79. 
Dear Mr. Quaritch, 
Thanks for note respecting Siberian plants—Do you 
chance to have Haller’s (Baron) Opuscula Botanica? 
Anything lately in 13th century of my sort? You 
every now and then ‘offer’ me some big book cheap. 
Tam mote likely to buy a little one even if it were 
dear! and you never send ime a note of new MSS. 
except in the huge catalogues which get into cup- 
boards and are never opened, 
Yours always, 
JR 


Back of letter. 

Whiatis the “costly work of Sacquin’”’ on (Ibelieve) 
the Gardens of Schocnbrunn? 

Have you any well illustrated book on tulips? 


BRANI WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRG. 
I2TI MARCI 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

The books have come, and the Horace is a real 
treasure—but I expected the Chapman to be a prettier 
and better prescrved book at such a price. I don’t 
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know the worth of old printed books, and I want this 
one—but don’t much like this copy. I will take the 
value out in Botany rather—if you think by waiting 
you can get me a better copy afterwards: just write 
me if you would recommend this. 

I can’t make out the Latin. titles of these drawing 
books? you advise me of —will you send me them on 
inspection ? 
Ever heartily Yxs, 

J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, , 
MARCH Ig Tit, 


Dear Quaritch, 

These books just come—orange and palm are en- 
tirely delightful—and I keep the Chapman contentedly 
on your assurance,—But the invoices.are now all in 
a mess on my study table—please therefore make out 
account for all you’ve sent me—and Pll cash it forth. 
with. Inever read Chapman’s Odyssey before-—how 
divine it is! and that Horace is worth its weight in 
gold, 

Ever most truly Yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASILIRE. 
21ST MARCI, 79. 


My dear Mr. Quaritch, 


Tam really very glad and obliged to you for your 
kind letter, saying I may see any books that I care to; 
—it will often enable me to get what I want, which 
now living always here, I have otherwise little chance 
of. 

Tenclose cheque first of all for the books purchased 
—of all which I am glad in possession, and only wish 
I were younger and had more years to use them in. 

But about the others I am a little confused,—they 
contain a great deal that I want of Venice but I don’t 
want to pay for select copies of mere facsimile photo- 
graphs (—and the prices of the Emblems are beyond. 
me except the Ovd*, which I have not yet looked at 
but think I shall not care for) The Folio Ornament is 
precious—but I mugt think over them all till Monday. 

Tam so glad you anticipated my globe | 


Ever faithfully Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


* The reference to “‘Ovd” nor yet solved by me, Ep. 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIIRE|, 
Dear Mr Quaritch, 

I enclose cheque with best thanks for advising me 
of the lovely Italian birds, which I think very cheap 
indeed. Youts always gratefully, 

J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOON, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIR| 
20TH FEBRUARY (879, 


Dear Mr Quaritch, 
At what price (if at all (sic) any) can you give me, 
or get me, Gruclius Flora Sibitica? 
Liver most truly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


a 
BRANTWOOR, 
CONISTON, LANCASIURG, 
2ND MARCI (1879), 
Yes, please send me both Gruelius and Sicbold, 
Ishall probably find more in your catalogue, but have 
not yet been able to examine, 
y pare truly Yrs, 
PR 
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(7th March. Japan Flora not yet arrived—but pro- 
bably will this afternoon.)—There was no hurry— 
I merely say why I don’t speak of it. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 
You are a man of business—and no mistake! 
Please send me all the three books you advise me 


of.* : 
Have you seen the reference to the Florae Danicae 


in the last number of Fésole? I hope it may bring you 


some business, 
Yours truly and obliged 


J. RUSKIN. 
* As by returned papers, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
OTIL 


Dear Mr. Quaritch,» 

I can’t spend any more in Botany now; but I must 
have the 13253 Homer and 13256 Horace, if you have 
sold the last, look out for another for me,—and when 
you send me what you can—ifcither or both—T'll pay 


you the sum total. 
_ Ever faithfully Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIURE 
SUNDAY I6TIU, 


Dear Quaritch, 

My yesterday's letter was about the poctry and 
botany only,—the drawing books hadn't come— 
they're not what I mcant—and are all one more 
beastly than another—so I send them back by slow 
train—but I would like to sce those marked on en- 


closed list. 
Ever truly Yrs. 


PR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRG, 
181TH DUG. 70, 


My dear Quaritch, 


You are very good to Jet me,return the MS. and 
T think perhaps if the Visigothic onc remains by you 
till I’ve got out of my London nervousness I may get 
up courage to have it. I know its quality cnough by 
what I saw: 
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In the meantime send me that book on Indian 
serpents—which I won't return:—(2 vols to pounds; 
I think?) and tell me anything on snakes you can 
recommend. besides, and pick up for me.—I’m greatly 
stuck up by finding myself between the Royal Society 
and the Russian empire—and never was so well pleased 
with my own name before. 


Ever heartily Yrs. 
JR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
26TH DRC. 79. 


Dear Mr Quaritch, 


The books did not come till today, but I’m entirely 
delighted with them and shall keep both—and I’m 
very grateful for your letter, please tell me all you 
know about serpents—it will be gratefully acknow- 
ledged in my lecture. 

The pheasants in this Indian zoology are so delightful. 


Ever gratefully Yours 
J. RUSKIN. 


ar 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIITI, 
TITH JAN, 80, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Tenclose cheque of £25 for the Gregorian Homilies, 
but cannot justify myself in charging the Museum. for 
the Gospels, fine as they are: they are therefor packed 
today and will be on their way tomorrow, but I think 
surely if you will give me another chance, I might find 
either in your No 4 Lectionary No 20 Breviary, or 
No 24 Decretals, if any are still in Piccadilly, I might 
find a clearer money’s worth, 

Ever most kindly Yrs 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANGASHIRG 
T6TI JAN. 80, 


Dear Quatitch, 

You shan’t have any of these books back, and shall 
very quickly have cheque for them, but first please 
let me sce if you still have them, Numbers 25 and 
30, as I needn’t write to St. Georges Trustees twice, 
they will asmueh (sic) be less shocked at having to 
buy ugly Visigoth if I can get a pretty French one 
to go with it. 

Ever gratefully Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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, BRANTWOOD, 
. CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 
24TH PUB. 80, 


Dear Quaritch, 

How very curious you should have the duplicate of 
that MS.1 Please send it me to look at immediately— 
I'll be extremely grateful, ever: (sic) if 1 don’t buy, and 


eternally more so, if I do, 
Ever heartily yours, 


J. RUSKIN. 


' BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
29TII FEB, 80, 


Dear Quaritch, 

The case arrived an hour after my telegram was 
sent, but we have the lake between us and the office, 
so I could not send you another before closing time, 

You must always count on delay in our cross 
Ulverstone and mountain lines,—but the loss of your 
letfer, which is not yet to hand—is curiously provoking 
in alliance with the delayed parcel. 

There surely is some mode of insuring such parcels? 
Pm always ready to pay insurances, 

The book is superb, and I must try and get hold of 
it somehow. I’m sending my new Fors to press today 
and shall beg for subscriptions for it for Sheffield 


23 


LETTERS OF JOIIN RUSKIN 


Museum.—Itdisappoints mein the almost total absence 
of grotesque animal form, or I should do more than 
ry to get it. The silver, though adding to its rarity— 
letracts also much from its beauty by the decaying 
tains, But itis virtually a priceless book, and I cannot 
mough thank you for the loan of it. 

Ever most truly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIURE, 
IITH APRIL, 1880. 


My dear Quaritch, 

My shelves are too short for my books—and my life 
for the reading of them—so I’ve swept myself clear 
last week of a lot of cumber which I’ve directed to you! 
You will find here and there a good book among 
them—and a few signed as mine, which on that 
ground may perhaps be thought-worth houseroom 
by foolish people, some day or other, If you like to 
make me a short cash offer for the lot.and send me in 
the cheque to Prescotts—I should like it better than 
the chance, and gossip of auction; but if you prefer 
to send them to a saleroom, I shall on the other hand, 
berather interested in seeing whether the said signatures 
do indeed at all affect the public mind! So do exactly 
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as suits your business best keeping always the trans 
action clear of our great Evangeliarium contract whick 
T will settle with such help as the public may send mx 
—at Christmas, 

Among the lot you will find a large folio Russell, 
—you sent me two copies of this book, I never found 
out why. I like the other copy in two volumes best, 
so have returned this—I have been greatly delighted 
by some things Dr. Gunther has sent me,—but I'm 
aftaid he will quarrel with me for saying that nobody 
knew how snakes walked before my lecture !—which 
is true nevertheless. 

Always gratefully & faithfully Yours 
Je RUSKIN, 


BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIUIRK, 
ISTH APRIL, 


Dear Quaritch, 

It’s not a business day but tomorrow I mean to 
write you a 20 guinea cheque—if you will take it, —for 
my account and the Dante, back again—(—doubling 
your estimate of it)—I'll look out also some more 
books—but fear they'll be but shabby—except a grand 


primary Polyphile. ver kindly ‘Yeu, 
PR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRG, 
20TIL APRIL, 


My dear Quaritch, 

Your letters at present do you little credit. You 
want that Dante because it was minc |—after telling 
me I was of no use till I was dead! You really take 
me for too much of a simpleton. 

Do not give me any more of this nonsense, I 
accepted your offer, and the books are yours. Now 
tell me what you will give me the Dante and Poliphile 
back for? 

Ever faithfully Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
2$TU APRIL 1880, 


My dear Quaritch, 

‘There was no need to send me your large catalogue, 
though I am very glad to sec it—All that I cared to 
note was simply your valuation of the Dante at cight 
pounds since refusal of my instant offer of sixtcen for 
it. You have given yourself a great deal of quite 
needless trouble in these last half dozen letters, which 
may be entirely saved in future correspondence by 
recollecting that I have now myself some knowledge 
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of the value both of pictures and books—and some 
power both of increasing and diminishing that of 
either—which I take into my account in estimating 
them. Both this Dante and the Poliphile for instance 
are among the books which I have had occasion Lo 
praise before now—and may have more occasion to 
do so in future, and they are neither of them books 
which I would myself part with but for good valua~ 
tion—for the Dante—I gave forty guincas—and you 
may have it now—if you like—with my signature— 
for forty pounds.—I can’t find what I gave for my 
fine Poliphile,—but I am vexed to see, what I now 
on examination see for the first time—that my other 
copy of 1535, which I thought good enough for my 
own purpose, has not the designs of decoration for 
the small initial letters, I must consider first therefore 
whether I can part with the older one at all—and the 
post goes carly this morning—so that you must take or 
leave Dante at present on his own terms—in any case— 
please send either both the books or, anyhow—the de~ 
spised Poliphile to Mr Severn’s tomorrow, and I'll write 
farther concerning the fine copy, carly in the week, 


Ever faithfully Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Thanks for receipted account, J. R. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRG, 
My dear Quaritch, 

Tam quite willing to pay you the forty pounds for 
the two books again—There can be of no use in selling 
the others, but (sic) except because they are good 
books, and being good books, I do not think your first 
statement in your letter of the 16th that “I should have 
sold the two to you—” (Poliphile and Dante) “for 
about £15 the two, if you paid more the vendor erred 
in his valuation and you were his victim.”’—was at all 
creditable to you: nor need you wonder at my instantly 
wishing to put such valuation to the directest test I 
could, 

I therefore now enclose cheque for £48,—for which 
please send me my account receipted—it was over £6 
I remember but can’t lay hand on it today, and send 
the Poliphile and Dante to Arthur Severn Esq., Herne 
Hill, S.E. (the pound over for my share of carriage) 

Ever most truly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 


I did not answer about the publication question. You 
have evidently never read my published statement of 
purpose in that matter—from which I shall not depart. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRB, 
My dear Quaritch, ; 

Yes, its all very nice now; but you necd’nt have 
taken all that trouble, there never was the least fear of 
the correspondence not ending amicably. I think I 
know you now very thoroughly, and shall always 
count on you to tell me more than anybody else could 
about books, and many other matters, and to get for 
me, if anybody could, what of such things I wanted. 

I've been comparing the two copies of Poliphile— 
but am vexedly amazed to find the fatal difference— 
Ihave always used my poorer copy, keeping the other 
for pride and curiosity—and not knowing how much 
better it was, But I find all the letters of printed titles 
to cuts are more picturesque—and smaller—and the 
impressions better—and all I can say is—you shall have 
it ifT ever do part with it—but not yet, 


Ever faithfully Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


Cover Postmark: Ambleside, 26 Ap. 80, 


Mr Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 


My dear Quaritch, 

I am well content with the cheque, but am so 
chiefly in the hope that you will yourself be pleased 
with your bargain. I remember—once when I was 
in treaty for a little fifty guinea missal with a silver 
clasp and an inlaid binding, you encouraged my 
wavering mind by telling me it would be worth sixty 
instead of fifty guineas after I had put my name in it— 
—Why, my Commentaries on Bunsen ought to be 
worth bank notes to you—at that rate !—and surely 
that Dante and the Poliphile are worth their £30 & 
£40 each, or used to be in old times, 

However, allowing for auction commission and 
Joss of time I amas I said, well content with the cheque 
—You are pretty sure to have it out of me again, & 
more—when I come up in July, 

Iam ashamed of forgetting about the snakes, but 
these new books put every old one out of my conceit 
with it. Thank you for taking it back.—Please send 
me eyer and now—note of anything doing and believe 
me, 


always youts faithfully and obliged 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
20TII MAY. 


Dear Quaritch, 


Please send me these—and—can you get hold of a 
Douglas Virgil for me anywhere, with the glossary 


folio London 1533. 
Ever kindly Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
IOTIZ DEC. 1880, 


Dear Sac 
Have I anything besides the big Testoiiy for my 
Xmas bill? please send in note of all early next week. 


; Ever faithfully Yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postark: Ambleside, 10 De. 80, 


Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly, 
London, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
I3TII DEC, 80, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Ihave quite as much pleasure in paying money as 
you have in taking it—if only I’ve got enough left to 
pay for shoe-leather and sherry—I’m afraid I can’t go 
barefoot or life (sic) live on cold water and cresses 
(—though I’m always threatening my womenkind 
here to try it on !)—else what a customer I should be! 

Have you by you, or can you get for me any copy 
or copies of Durer’s Lords Prayer at Munich facsimiled. 
—or at least edited by Franz Xaver Stoeger? 

I was called out of town suddenly, or should have 
come for a chat and a peep to Piccadilly. 


Always faithfully Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN. 


If you've anything of 13th or rath century pretty~ 
or not ruinous, you might send it me to look at,—but 
I cant buy any more just now. 
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BRANTWOOD, , 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
16TH DEC. 80. 


Dear Quaritch, : 

Thav'nt yet half cxamined the ealoene but please 
send me—if still for sale, Nos. 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15, 
—two or three at a time—but don’t part with them 
till I’ve seen them. 

Thanks for your nice letter—but what a frightful 
state of things !—not that I did'nt know that before 
but I fancied MSS had still been rising in demand. 


Ever most truly Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
SUNDAY I9T DEC, 80. 


Dear Quaritch, 


The books are all here safe, and Iam ever so grateful 
to you both for them and your nice letter, 

How do you, of all people, find out that I ann 
“gentle” when everybody clsc thinks me a mad dog?! 

—I am singgrely intorested also by what you tell 
me of your. lost friend. 

I dare not open the books yet—our Sunday's post 
goes at eleven and I’ve ever so much to write by it. 
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But I think I can answer for kceping—some half of 
the parcel anyhow,—unless 'm much more dis- 
appointed than is likely after a catalogue of yours, 
Ever faithfully Yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postmark: Ambleside, 19 DE. 80. 


Mr Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly, 
London. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE 
STH JANY 1881, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I've a long nice letter of yours to answer, and. can 
only at present thank you for it, and for loan of books, 
Three I return today, the Gregory Homilics I shall 
keep, the Greek Gospels I can’t yet make up my mind 
about. It is a fine book, but I think I could get a 
better £200 worth for the Muscum. I’ve had so much 
to answer and think of that P've no nerves of decision 
left in me, and have not reconsidered the catalogue. 

Whata customer I should be !if Thad, 20,000 a year | 

Ever gratefully Ys, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 
IOTIJAN. 81, 


Dear Quaritch, 

The two MSS caine safely the day before yesterday 
but I could not examine till today. The smaller one 
I shall not keop, but the larger is very beautiful and 
the two main pictures of the highest possible quality, 
and I must see what balance St. George has.—I write 
today however merely to advise you of their safety, 
and enclose cheque for the two I buy for myself of 
the former ones: the cheque for Visigoths, of which 
I gladly read your congratulatory account, must be 
drawn by St. Gcorge’s Trustecs, 


Ever affectionately Yours, 
J. RUSKIN. 


(No, 20 Breviarium £100 
—24 Deeretales £55) 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 


Dear Quaritch, 

T was sincerely grateful for that Ictter of yours about 
the beautiful missal,—and the time when you bought 
it, but have not been able to write anything like a nice 
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letter of thanks—nor have I thanked you for the 
present of the Persian books.—I must not let this post 
leave without a word—but can only today assure you 
I value your regard and am 
always faithfully Yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postmark: Ambleside, 23 JA. 81. 


" Mr, Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, W. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRG, 
ISTHE ERBRUARY, 81. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’m very troublesome but I’m very grateful for the 
kind feeling you expressed in your last letter, and trust 
to itso much as to ask you to let me have another look 
at that prettily bound MS with the lovely green 
calendar, I last sent back, I think J ainst have it after 
all—I cant write a word more today except that the 
Visigoths are not bankrupt—and will pay their debts 
soon. 

Ever your affect. 
J. RUSKIN. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE. 
24 TW MARCH, 1881. 


My dear Quaritch, 


I'm all right again; but a little shaky and weak in 
body after this second bout of Bedlam:—it’s lucky 
I can get out, anyhow,—with no more damage:— 
almost the first thing I must do is to thank you for 
the second sight of that precious manuscript,—my 
brains were loose when I sent it back ! & I hope they, 
and it—are both safe now. I wouldn’t part with it 
for anything; it is quite marvellous in its general style 
and profoundly interesting to me:—I have found your 
catalogue too, (which I told my secretary to write for 
yesterday)—but I’m glad to have got the first one, 
T can’t write more today but I must say in ending that 
I believe this second warning will be more useful to 
me than the first—and—except to you and my good 
book-finding and book distributing friends—and one 
or two very very old ones, you won’t hear of many 
letters in future, from your grateful and obliged 


J. RUSKIN. 


I mean, that my correspondence of a mote or less 
chattering or charitable kind was one of the chief 
sources of worry to mc—I'm going to write a little 
still in my cell—but I’m a Carthusian to the public. 
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I'm taking instant steps for payment of all accounts 
—will you please send me yours to this date,—in- 
cluding this jolly red MS, (I can’t compliment you 
on the binding of the other). 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
20T MAY. 
Dear Quaritch, 

I was greatly delighted and excited by your most 
kind letter—and sub-note; and began really to consider 
of running up to see you and the books, next week ! 
But J find the appleblossom here and lilac, will be at 
their exactly best, and that is really the central time 
for me of all the year, and I may not have many years 
more to see it in, So [ must not come myself, but I 
am still good for something in the auction-room. and. 
it is only lawyers slowness which has prevented my 
settling your last account before now. They are 
coming to the point at last—and I believe I shall be 
able to send you a cheque before the month is out, 
Meantime—you know my kind of book—and will 
Tam sure give me the best and fullest advice that I can, 
have.—I expect catalogue with voracity. 

Tam well, (as far as I know—1!) and getting some 
history, natural—and—supernatural—done, of dab- 
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chicks—and devotces—which I fancy will do my old 
wits not much discredit. 


Ever affectionately Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
2ND JUNE 81, 
My dear Quaritch, 

Time draws on—and this tempting catalogue— 
with your most kind pencillings—has not yet been 
mote than glanced at—but I think I shall be able to 
write you a pleasant letter about it before you go to 
Paris—or at it—When do you go? I want my letter 
to be safe with you in good time. 

I am ready to go considerably beyond what—I 
suppose—you would think a fair auction price—for 
No. 77,—there seems nothing much in it but a lion 
and a lark—but it is an interesting MS to ie, because 
I have the portrait of Gritti by Titian, Your No. 62 
T will back you for, but must read all more carefully 
before saying how far. 

—You shall have a cheque for your former accounts 
in the letter that authorizes you in a new one, 


Ever gratefully Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN. 
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BRANTWOOND, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 
ATI MAY (sic) JUNK BI, 
Dear Quaritch, 

I’m not encouraged by your last note,—at any rate 
here’s your cash, and if you don’t go to Paris—you 
can perhaps cover that No. 7o with soo francs, and 
I'll give you as far as 600 for it at a gucss,— 

—There’s too much temptation for me, already in 
your own shop. 


Always affectly Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN, 


DRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTIRG, 
T6TINOGCT. Br, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Best thanks for attention to Mr. Collingwood’s 
order,—either his, or Mr, Hilliard’s may always be 
received as mine. 

Inote therefiiom your forwarded subscription copy 
of Gould’s Birds of Gt. Britain; and your commenda- 
tion of the Australian serics;—~butI am chiefly tempted 
by Mr. Eyton’s collection; which on your own dis- 
tinctly repeated warrantand recommendation, Ishould 
feel justified in purchasing for the Sheffield Muscum, 
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‘What is meant by the volumes being “filled with 
brown tinted paper?” and in what form are the texts 


added? 
Ever yours faithfully & obliged, 


J. RUSKIN, 


Also, please let me know the prices of the five books 
xd in enclosed page. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
18TH OCT, 81, 


Dear Quaritch, 

The vols you send on inspection will be quite 
enough to enable me to give an account of them in 
my report of the Museum, and 1am quite ready to take 
the wees (sic) collection on your warrant of its value, 

You may therefore pack the remainder, and send to 
Sheffield—‘‘care of Mr. Henry Swan 

St. George’s Muscum 
Walkley” 
Sheffield. 


and you shall not have to wait long for your money, 
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In my last letter, I asked or meant to ask, the price 
of some books on humming birds mentioned in your 
catalogue—please refer to letter if you have it. 

Ever very heartily Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOON, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE 
2gRD ocr, 


Dear Quaritch, 

The books—sample—are here—and are magnificent 
—but they'll need another five hundred pounds to 
make them usable! 

—However—now my hand’s in I mast go at the 
business thoroughly, Will it be in your line to look 
out for me for good old & well bound cditions of 
classical books—primarily Bacon—Goldsmith—Pope 
—Johnson & the like? (—I sold, in a rascally fit of 
mean economy, a quarto Pope’s Homer of my own— 
which I would give a good price to get back again) 
for niyself,—but I want anyhow—the best editions 
you can find me of both Pope and Chapman, 

—Of Natural History you shall be our Jupiter— 
Pll come and choosce—1).V, before Xmas—a cartload. 

Have you a Flora Danica just now by chance? 

Ever affectly Yrs, 
TR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
31ST OCT, 188r, 
My dear Quaritch, 

Your letters and consignments have given me much 
to think of, In the first place Iam most happy to know 
of the existence of such a work as the Flora Londini- 
ensis. Had I ever seen it before—very honourable 
exception would have been made in its favour, from 
all my general sayings of botany & botanists. 

In the second place, Gould’s Humming birds are an 
ethic education in themscelves—and all the large books 
you have sent are in the highest degree acceptable and 
useful. 

Also the English Iliad and Odyssey for myself. In 
Bacon, I think you should do better for me—the well 
bound edition is a bad print—the well printed, meanly 
bound. I should like a beautiful binding for him at 
least. 

I do not think I shall keep the Congreve either— 
butIshall want a good Ben Johnson (sic), and especially 
a good Richardson. You can scarcely go wrong in 
sending-me any old voyages or travels. 

—I note the names of the gentlemen whom you 
think likely to help me. I don’t believe, however, you 
would let your shop be managed by a Committece— 
nor shall I my library,—but I shall take advice on it,— 
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I suppose I must, anyhow if I'm to get good money 
help. You shall not wait long for your present 


account. ; 
Ever Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
3RD NOV, 81, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Iam greatly delighted and aided by your letters— 
and hope to carry on this library work very steadily, 
as soon as I have got my report printed for issuc to the 
St. George’s Guild and to the public, 

Thave been hard at work on it today, but the sheets 
multiply under my hand before I get half of what I 
have to say, said:—but I'll finish it somehow—before 
the week’s end: and then as soon as I can send you a 
proof shall beg for further suggestions & corrections 
—Mcantime—I take for certain all the large books in 
your two first invoices enclosed. but I shall take leave 
to return the Drayton & Congreve-the-other-smallone 
(sic) and the Montaigne & Bacon. The Chapman's 
Homer, Pope’s Homer and Dialogues of the Dead 
I want myself,—but to save confusion—I know what 
I keep—and you had better make me out a new 
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invoice of the books in the first page, adding Gould’s 
birds from the other invoice also the grand £500 one; 
—and your original folio Chapman, which I will have 
for Sheffield—and keep the small account to be put 
with the other, afterwards,—and I will get you a 
cheque for the big account as soon as I can get it from 
the Trustees, I have no time today for talk of the new 
parccl—but am 
ever gratefully Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 


ISTIZ NOV. 81. 


My dear Quaritch, 


I am very sorry to return so many of these nice 
books; but I did not mean to have them sent down on 
approval: my question whether you would take up 
the business was entircly asked with reference to the 
future—the nearest future at least of my calls in 
Piccadilly in the Spring when I can choose fast cnough. 

I was greatly tempted by the “Genus Pinas”—but 
in the end it only made me wonder how Nature could 
be so stupid as to grow such a lot of fir-cones—instcad 
of almonds and oranges. 

IT am also very much disappointed with the great 
32 vol book. The huge volumes are merely so much 
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waste paper aud binding-leather: the plates—taken 
out—from heaps of more or less defaced and valueless 
material—to be made valuable only by future arrange- 
ment—if even so. I fear I shall get into much disgrace 
for having bought it, and perhaps for the two Chap- 
mans also, but I'll take it contentedly for them. 

Meantime I’in going to ask you to be so very good 
as to make out the whole account once more, The one 
Lasked for, I sent, as far as I know, to Mr. Baker bus 
(sic) our Head Trustec—but it is missing, and 1 think 
it will be best to make out the complete list of all I 
have not returned. I will keep none for myself to 
avoid confusion, and you shall certainly have your 
cheque as soon as the Trustecs can sell stock after the 
meeting on thé 2oth of this month. 


Ever believe me 
“faithfully and heartily Yxs. 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTIURE 
: 27TH NOV. Br. 


My dear Quaritch, 
This Siberia is a delightful book ! the cover’s worth 
the price alone. You may always send me things you 
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see Lo be good of this sort-—I’m only too glad you 
condescend to look after such small game. 

—T'll back you 1o/ past the {20—(£25 with your 
ro pe.)—for that Turkish lot. 

I hope you will like my report—just printing, for 
the St. George’s Guild. 

It has actually a compliment to Booksellers in it! 

~—And—’ propos of them can you find me any 
more copies of those Dialogues of the Dead? They're 
inestimably good, all but the Douglas & Argyle one. 


Ever gratefully Yrs. 
JR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIURE, 
. 30TH NOV. [1881]. 
My dear Quaritch, 

You must get me the enclosed 8/- worth—I wish 
Thad done it instead of the author! 

Lhope to send you your cash straight from Sheffield 
before Xmas. 

There is an old Scotch mincralogy by Jameson, in 
3 vols octavo large print—entirely exploded by the 
double-d’d modern books—Dunn—Cloizeaux, and 
such like—I would give anything to get onc again. 
I gave mine away like an ass, when Millers came out, 
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If you come on a copy of the Flora Londiniensis 
again let me know of it. yop gratefully Ys, 
JR 


Have you still got the Evangelistarium No. 3 in the 
MSS catalogue? 
Cover Postuark: Ambleside, 30 NO, 81, 
Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASMIRE, 
2OTIT Duc, 81, 
Dear Quaritch, 

You really are very nice to me, in sending me more 
books when I’m about all my income in debt to you— 
But we've got the Trustees authorized to pay all the 
bills now—only I must get no more books, please, 
now, till they are paid, then if you like to start fresh, 
we'll have an afternoon in Piccadilly together. 

A saperb book of costume came last night with 
Bacon &c. but my table’s heaped with Xmas letters 
and I haven’t come on your note of it. Ticpolo I shall 
like to see—but shall not kcep—I hate him like the 


Caraccis, or Salvator, ver alfectly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRE. 
OVIEJAN, 82. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I've sent St. George’s Trustecs order to pay you six 
hundred and odd pounds on, the book account; of 
which you will see—they have it to send you, (sic)— 
my list extracted—I will then further extract the books 
Ikept mysclfPope’s Homer, Dryden—small Chapman 
&c, and you shall send in a new list of books lately 
sent. I return today the Tiepolo, (out and out the 
most disgusting lot of renaissance stuff I ever saw in 
my life:) ‘and I kcep, definitely, the costumes. Do you 
think you can lay your paws on any more of those 


Diirer books fot me—Stoeger—Munich; “Oratio 


Dominica’, &c. 
I think I keop the Goldsmith & Bacon last sent. 
If you can get me another Pinkerton lot, I should 


be very ee of it, ‘ 
Ever affectly Yrs, 


JR 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANGASIIIRE 
IZTIEJAN, 82, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I have much pleasure in ordering payment of the 
Humming birds—one of the most beautiful books of 
the lot: I have sent the account to Mr. Baker, with a 
cheque of my own for £12. 7.—he will send you the 
75. 0, 0. and this cheque: and please kindly send Mr, 
Baker the (sic) a clear receipt for the birds—and send 
the account with my figures on it, receipted to me. 

Talso hand you herewith cheque for account en- 
closed—and this will I hope put us all pretty straight 
till I see you. 

Ever alfectly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
[1882], 


Dear Quaritch, 

Many thanks for long letter and Catalogue Icaves, 
which are all I want.—I knew Ellis was the real 
criminal—but—till you told me this family story, I laid 
the blame a good deal on the habit of contest between 
you—and you know, you are just as hot in fighting 
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as anybody clse,—the upshot is that I’m sick of the 
whole book business just now, and that I’m not going 


to attend to any but my own! 
—When you can give me an order for some of my 


publications—send me word! Meantime I’ve for- 
given you the Hamilton business, and am, always 


affectionately Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN, 


ISTI PRB. 82. 


Dear Quaritch, 

You were perfectly right—I never heard. of such 
damned coolness in my life—as to ask for MSS by tele- 
gram—I must really write a Damn general, besides— 
ofall telegrams—loans (—except yottrs to me on solemn 
petition)—exhibitions—committecs and manufactur- 


ing towns. 
Your affectionate 


J. RUSKIN. 


Si 
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MONDAY. 
Dear Quaritch, 

I forget if you know my man Baxter, he has done 
much good boxmaking and packing for you,—and 
has I think a very wholesome (for me) dread of sccing 
your name ona package | but he will take care of the 
volumes of the Flora, if you have found it. 

Ever gratefully Yrs, 
JR 


I'm really very ill today—can’t cat, think, read, nor 
write, as Baxter will certify to you. 


26TIt YRBY 82, 
My dear Quaritch, € 

You really are a great ‘darling’ and ‘dote’ as some 
of my young-lady friends and disciples sometimes call 
even me! 

Here’s your cheque and Baxter shall call with the car~ 
riage tomorrow to bring out here, (ifit can be found by 
index,) the volume containing the Milkwort [Polygala| 
—the rest please pack and send down. to Brantwood, 

I'm very poorly with cough and feverish cold, or I 
would come for the volume myselfand save your clerk 
the trouble of looking—but I can’t—more’s the pity, 


—ttit ftom my roam. — Top gratefully Yours, 


Je RUSKIN. 
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ITERNE ILILL, 
27TH PRBY 82. 


Dear Quaritch, 

Iam entirely pleased with the book and very grateful 
for the loan of the other. 

You astonish me as much by your quick attention 
to the minutest busincss—as Tintorct by his painter’s 
touch, How you can do it or get it done—is a small 
miracle to me. One of your catalogues has as much 
in it as two of my books! and it takes me a year to 
look at what you print in a fortnight. But I can’t buy 
any Romances just now, I’m out at elbow. 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


MBRNE WILL. 
[28x1 rap: 1882.] 


Dear Quaritch, 

My man’s ill now—and I’m obliged to send you a 
gitl messenger—You know everything—if cither of 
the books spoken of by Helps in the page she will 
show you, is a consecutive history of the Popes—send 
it me if you have it—at once, and if not, please get it 
for me. 

Ever your grateful 


JOHN RUSKIN. 
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HERNE WILL, 
3RD APRIL [1882] 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’m just coming up to tune again, after a bad fi 
of illness—(more brought on by London Railway 
whistles I believe than anything else—but bad enough 
not to be whistled away)—and the first thing I want 
to know is whether that Hamilton sale is going on—i 
and what more you know—or choose to tell me, of 
it? I’ve asked Mrs. Severn to invade your castle 
with this note~if she can’t storm your defences, 
please send me a line as soon as possible as I’m issuing 
a circular begging for friends to buy at said salo—if 
still on. 

Ever aflectly Yours, 


J. RUSKIN, 


[Copy of letter bound up in “Captain Burton Dinner” 
Volume, compiled by Bernard Quaritch—now in the 
possession of his daughter, Mrs C, Quaritch-Wrentmore 


—1938,] 
Sri JUNH 1882, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I think it must be ten years since I accepted an 
invitation to dinner—having always felt myself a 
mere vacancy—if not a chill in the generous festivity, 


54 


LETTERS OF JOUN RUSKIN 


But I cannot refuse this invitation of yours, in the 
opportunity of expressing my regard and respect for 
you yourself & in very strong sense of the privilege of 
meeting Captain Burton among his friends, literary 
or other, Only because while no name is more 
honourably known to me among English travellers, 
I have never by mischance set myself to travel with 
him, you must very instantly send me the books of 
his which you know I ought to be acquainted with, 
and this the morc, because I am at this moment busied 
on. questions of Aftican & Arabian history & also the 
translation of Camoens, which my impression is you 
did scnd me to Brantwood, but I cannot let them 
disturb my books there just now. 

Isee an advertisement of some MSS in the Beckford 
Library, but suppose the important ones to be all 


reserved? Ever affectionately yours 


J. RUSKIN. 


[Copy of letter also in “Captain Burton Dinner” Volume.] 
ISTU JUNE 1882, 

Dear Quaritch, 
It is very kind & pretty of you to write—I was very 
happy and very proud & had ever so much nice talk 
with Mr. Edwin Arnold who is a friend of 30 years! 
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and with the Cornwall member* whom Ill try tc 
make one of as many years as I may. 

Inever was ata dinner, or in company, where every 
one was so simply & sincerely desirous to make the 
others happy. I was nearly crushed by the great 
linguist’s compliment, but am immensely set up by it 
now; it was said so sincerely & kindly. 

Your own addresses were, as I think more & more 
all that you do, very wonderful in their full grasp and 
appositeness—& variously unexpected knowledge, 

I got home quite well—& slept well—& am. very 
grateful to you & all your friends—what a dear that 


Captn Cameron is! Ever affectly Yes 
J. RUSKIN, 
* [Mr Win C. Borlase, M.P. En, ] 


20'TI JUNE, 
Dear Quaritch, 

Tam heartily glad of the information in your letter 
of this morning—and hope by November to have 
my purse pretty heavy in hand. 

Meantime I must get out of London, and go for 
fresh air somewhere that I may be able to face 
November fog. 

What a month to scll MSS in! 

Ever your grateful 
J. RUSKIN, 
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The Presentation to Mr, Wyman very pretty, I wish 
Thad heard your specch. 


(See over leaf.) 
Will you please find me Lindley & Hutton’s Fossil 
Flora of Great Britain, and scnd it with my kind 


regards to 
Edwin A’Court Smith Esq. 


Gurnet Bay 
West-Cowes, 


MONDAY. 
Dear Quaritch, 

I am entirely grateful for your effort in the MSS 
business,—but I can’t use my wits in a push, as you 
can and must look over those MSS when the rest of 
the public do, in my own quict way. My Thursday 
« is full of work already besides. ‘ 

So take your own chance at your case. I'll wait. 
Ever affectly Yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postmark: London, S.E. Ju. 26, 82. 


Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly, W. 
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SALLANCIINS, SAVOY, 
IZTIL SHPT. 1882, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Ifind among the accounts which I ran away without 
paying—these two of yours, for which I cnclose 
cheque, and if there are more, please send them to 
poste restante Lucca. 

But my chief purpose in writing today is to say 
that my plans anent the Hamilton MSS are entirely 
quashed by the simple fact that no human creature has 
taken the smallest notice of my appeal in favour of the 
Sheffield museum, and as I have no money of my own 
to spare, the thing comes to an cnd, unless perhaps as 
the sale draws nearer, you might be able to place in 
the hands of any fiiends of mine unknown to mae, 
some of the circulars which I printed in the spring, 
with better effect than my own endcavouts have been 
attended with, Ihave therefore directed the remainder 
of the copies I had printed for private circulation, to 
be forwarded to you—and you may either make 
packing paper of them—or give them where you 
think best—I will keep you aware of my address; but 
—unless some answer be made to my appeal before 
the sale‘comes on, I shall probably stay abroad as long 
as I can into the winter and so keep out of the way of 
temptation, The weather has hitherto been so execrable 

that it is possible November may be absurdly mild. 
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There is snow low down on the Alps today—after 
ten days of thundrous darkness and cloud. I keep very 
well, but am sulky about everything though always 
affectly and faithfully Yrs 


J. RUSKIN. 


LUCCA, 
IST NOY. 82, 


Dear Quaritch, 


Ihave no word from anybody of the smallest result 
from my appeal, (—which I thank you very much 
for putting in your catalogue) so it is of no use my 
coming home to sec manuscripts,—but if you can 
send me a catalogue to poste restante Chambery, 
Savoic, I may perhaps venture a small commission 
on my own account. 
Ever gratefully Yours, 


J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
IZ TILJAN, 83, 


Dear Quaritch, 

No books whatever of any kind at present—please 
—I am too savage at you and Ellis for letting those 
Hamilton ones go, to buy any more for ten years— 

—My compliments to you on the business—and I 
am ever faithfully Yrs, 

JR 

Tcan’t make out what the MS. was marked by me 
25 ‘Missal’ £236, on enclosed back of a catalogue of 
yours, from which I’ve torn out the cxact leaf that has 
No, 25—can you save me a hunt at Sheffield and here? 
its only a year since, I think. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 


My dear Quaritch, 


Tam very glad to hear of all MSS always—but I do 
not care to look at any after rsth century. 


Yours heartily and obliged 
J. RUSKIN, 
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Cover Postinarked: Ambleside, 18 Ja. 83. 
Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, W. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
18TH JAN. 83. 


Dear Quaritch, 

Best thanks for the little cheque—and better than 
best for taking me at my word; but I never meant 
that ’'d never buy books more,—but only that I 
could’nt just now. Your kind offer to sell my books 
is curiously coincident with the re-establishment of 
my relations with Oxford, which of course would 
make it a very desirable thing for me that they should 
be purchascable in Piccadilly as well as at Orpington 
—but I must think over the matter before I say 
anything, and today is a heavily busy one. 

Ever affectly Yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 


Or 
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BRANI WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
23RD JAN. 83, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Many thanks for snubbing that Frenchman and 
stopping the New Yorkers, We ought to reprint 
Sydney Smith upon them. 

I don’t understand what your offer anent ny capital 
of books tmeant—? Did you think I would give up 
my business at Orpington? 

I think you need scarcely send me catalogues now 
for I have no time to read them, but I want to know 
what you could get me a complete series of Walter 
Scott for—Novels, Poems, and mixed works—strongly 
bound 4 (sic) good editions, & clean,—(not neces- 
sarily uniform) for the Hawkeshcad Institute here. 


Ever affectly Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN, 
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OTII Pap. 83. 
Dear Quaritch, 

Iam much pleased with the Scott; the plates are 
sadly worn, but one can’t expect more at the price. 
The Richardson will be « most desirable addition: so 
I write you a cheque for £30, and please send the 
Richardson to “the Secretary: Hawkcshead Institute, 

Hawkeshicad, 
Lancashixe. 

I have been silent in surprise since your last letter. 
I wonder what you were meaning to offer for my 
copyrights! You might as well have bought the 
Hamilton Dante,—or better, for you could have made 
your lucky on. that at once, 

I find also that Sotheran have been already taking 
some of my books, so that I can’t give you any 
privileges above other booksellers now, but shall 
always be proud of sccing any of my books on your 


counter, 
Ever affectly Yxs. 


J. RUSKIN, 
Cover Postmark: Ambleside, 9. 2. 83. 


Mr Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly, 
London 
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BRANTWOOD, 
I7 TIL PUB, 83, 
Dear Quaritch, : 

I'm very sorry for the dissolution of that “dream” 
of yours, but I don’t see what you have to do with 
publishing at all—? You certainly have as much on 
your shoulders—strong though they be—as any man 
can bear with safety, and your knowledge of past 
literature is employed now to the best advantage, 

And I wish you would now usc it for me to find me 
a better copy of Richardson. I am not at all pleased 
with this onc, and think it very dear,—pale print and 
shabby binding are dear at any price. 

What is the best edition of Richardson—and what 
could you let me have it for, strongly bound, taking 
this one back? 

T enclose the half of cancelled receipt to show you 
how businesslike I’m. getting. 


Always affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’m entirely delighted with the look of the book 
and with the beautiful portrait—and so very grateful 
to you for it yor less for the transmission of the 
readings in Crabbe—but I’m quite helpless to read |— 
my poor wits and will are scarce enough for my own 
work, 

Ever your affectte 
JR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
OTH JULY 83, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Isec a periodical (annual?) called the ‘Ibis’ referred 
to by Gray in his Birds of West Scotland page 437— 
can you get me any specimen of it—that, for 1869 if 


possible, 
Ever affectly Yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 


QR 05 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISION, LANCASIIIRE, 


Dear Quaritch, 

The vol of Ibis is safe here and I like the book 
immensely—but not the state of it, the plates being 
all bound half an inch into the back—and the price is 
formidable—Iwish you could getmean unbound copy, 

Also, I want a French best cdition—Buffon— | 

I fecl drawn, again into the Jaws of Ruin—you are 
the Peril of Piccadilly—I always go down Jermyn 
Street instead—for fear of being sucked in by No, 15 
—You are the King of Cobras! Luckily I don’t want 
Italian Prints, 

Ever affectly Yrs, 


JR 


BRANI'WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRE, 
LOUIE JULY 83, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Lam so very glad you're back to your command— 
but—also, I wish you had an enthusiastic adjutant. 
My own father was just like you—and he always used 
td go on swearing at his two clerks, (tacitly swearing 
of course, I mean)—yet never would look out for onc 
who would’nt need to be sworn at. 

No—I do not think it is avarice—but I do think it’s 


66 


LETTERS OF JOUN RUSKIN 


Pride !—to insist on having everything athigh pressure 
always. 

—May you live long & busily—nevertheless,—you 
are often an example to me. 

T hope to decide soén about Ibis. 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
: IZTH JULY, 
Dear Quaritch, 

I am so very sorry you have been ill, and most 
heartily hope to find you all yourself again when I 
am next in town and I won’t go by Jermyn Street, 

Books not come yct, but Iam most grateful for the 
envoy, and shall no doubt keep at any rate the Buffon, 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


Cover Postinak: Ambleside, 13 Jv. 83. 


Mr, BerhardsQuatitch 
3, Haverstock Terrace, 
Haverstock Hill, 
"Londons 
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DRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASILIRG, 
IGTIL JULY, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Lam quite delighted with the Buflon, please send 
the whole of it to me at once—The Ibis I must look 
at—and may probably rcturn,—it only came on 
Saturday aftern. 

L hope you are quite yourself again, and am ever 

affectly and gratefully Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 
OTL AUG. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I find I can’t part with the Ibis, but its beastly—not 
to say birdly—dear—The Buffon’s nice, and they’re 
doing their very best in the Flora Danica, But are the 
catly numbers not to be had?—what do the present 
subscribers do who hav'nt then? 

Can you find for me any sensible book on the 
volcanos of Mexico? 

And are you taking care of yourself. 


Ever your affecte 
J. RUSKIN. 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
21ST AUG. 83. 


Dear Quaritch, 

It was not for myself I asked about Flora Danica 
but for the public & their museums.’ Can you ascertain 
for me what the proprietors of the work are doing for 
their present subscribers? su 

Also I want to know if you ever had copies of a 
great book on the Bourges cathedral glass, which I 
should like to get sight of. ' And lastly, have, yau ever 
seen any of Barn Cuvicr’s drawings in the market, 
Two, marked Tab VIIL & X, as if part of a series, very _ 
beautifully drawn in colour, and’ a third, pencil,— 
have been offered to me, but for (sic) at the enormous 
price of £100 the three, which I don’t feeljustified in 
giving. Will you pleasg advise and—as continually— 
oblige, 
Your affecte 

J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTIIRG, 
aqTU AUG. 83, 


Year Quatitch, 

So many thanks for your letter. I shall be delighted 
o take the 6 vols Flora Danica at £1216, and have 
ittle doubt of keeping the Cuvier and Wolff, and 
rlease send me Watsons Topographical Botany also,— 
yut—please you must help me—if you can—(—and. 
"ve never known you unable to), to find some books 
or my dear friend Mr. Ernest Chesman—Please read 
ris enclosed note—I’ve answered him—we had. no 
ichool before Hogarth, nothing but gallerics ir, noble- 
nen’s scats which nobody ever saw or cared about. 
But some book stating this more cxplicitly may occur 
to you, Youmay send him anything you think would 
be useful not over £10 value—and put to my account. 


Ever your Affecte 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISION, LANCASIIIRE, 
26TH AUG, 83. 
Dear Quaritch, 

I like the Cuvier and the Wolff sketches much but 
can’t find the price of the last, I must have mislaid 
index. 

The Cuvier I keep. 

Flora Danica not come yet. 

Please attend to any orders sent by Miss A, Somumer- 
scales, 24, Peel St. Hull, and put same to my account. 


Ever your grateful & affecte 
J. RUSKIN, 


I hope you keep going on well? 7 

~Stay—P ve just found the invoice—and am aghast 
at the price of the Wolffs—being in the dirty state 
they are—and I’m bound to keep them now for I’ve 
cut all the dirty edges off half the plates, 

I think I'll rather let you charge me for the damage, 
—But Pll look again & think. 
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: TOT OCT, 83, 
"Dear Quaritch, 

I'm delighted to find its no worse! and am very 
glad to have all the nice books, but I’ve been so busy 
I’ve scarcely operied one yet and I’m to bein town next 
week—I hope to find you all yourself. 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
7% 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
22ND JAN 84, 
My dear Quatitch, 

Did I ever ask you to find a Heyne’s Virgil for me. 
—the vignetted large octo edition? I want one very 
much. 

Also. Have you anything in old maps, . before 
railroads? The accursed fools engrave nothing now 
but the lines and stations, and I can’t see the Rivers or 
Towns, 

; Ever aflectly Yrs, 
JR 
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4 
BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 

24TH JAN, 84. 


Dear Quaritch, 

It’s a great pleasure to sce that large hand of yours 
again—which always sends exhaustive answer by 
return of post! How is it possible, I’ve twelve letters 
on my table, which would take me all day to answet ! 

I mus’ and watz hear that lecture on Chinese art, 

&c.—but you'll have to give it me in your own little 
ae room, for I can’t get up to town till next month 
—Feb—I’m so delighted about the Virgil and so very 
delighted about the Maps, and enclose cheque, and 
with the best wishes for the New Year—and solemn 
injunctions to take care of yourself—as Mr. Wardle 
says to Mr. Pickwick,—for my sake and ever your 


grateful and astonished— : 
JOUN RUSKIN, 


Cover Postmark: Ambleside, Ja, 24. 


Mr. Bernard Quaritch, 
13, Piccadilly 
London, W 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 


(1884). 

In old blue and gold paper binding*—now come 
off the back—original—tI believe—but not artistic | 

I don’t know what you—inean by ! interesting |— 
its value is in having its cuts unaltered, and the floral 
initials. The 16th Cent copics have the cuts sometimes 
entirely altered—and. no initials. 

—You may as well send me Thomson on the 
Charta—Ruskin on it will make some sensation, I 
fancy. 

—I don’t want account again, I shall come on it, 


iR 


* (Poliphilo-Aldus 1499.) I shan’t send it you to look at 
and you shan’¢ have it for less chan £110—five pounds for the 
extra bother. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
24TIL JULY 84. 
Dear Quaritch, 

Can you get me the books named on enclosed Slip? 
And I want a large print edition of Pope’s Homer, 

clean, It is not a book that I could read ditty. 

Ever affectly Yrs, 

pk 
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Slip enclosed: 

“Tn the second and third only a little line was found” 
Expand the above to your heart’s content. 

The two books we glanced at were 





J. Pinkerton’s Petralogy 2 Vols. London 1811 
EB. M. L. Patrin’s Histoire Naturelle des Mineraux 
5 vols, Paris 1800. 





BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 


Dear Quaritch, 
Can you find me a copy—no matter how tattered 
or dirty, of Northcote’s conversations 8vo Colburn 


1830? Ever Youts, 


JeRe 


84, WOODSTOCK ROAD, 
OXFORD, 
26TH OCT. 84, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Can you quickly find and send me Cockrell’s 
Iconography—containing account, I doubt not, correct 
of Statues at Wells Cathedral,—and a damned paper by 
blockhead Planché—trying* them by “Costume”* ! 1 

* These words are almost undecipherable, but appear some~ 
what as printed, though unineelligible. Ep. 
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and anything you've got illustrating the moment of 
change from the Norman conical to the (helmet 
—(of Black Prince)? ; 
Ever aflectly yrs, 


ER 


84. WOODSTOCK ROAD, 
OXFORD, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I'm delighted with all these books and very glad of 
the reduction on Dugdale—I shall keep all the coloured 
books also—but there are some old. printed ones I’m 
not sure of—must wait till Monday to examine, 


Ever your affe 


JR 
Cover Postmark: Oxford, No. 8. 84. 
Mr. Bernard Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRG. 


Dear Quaritch, 


Youmay send me the old plates of the Fa, Londinsis* 
at £5—but will you please allow in exchange off 
them for the return of Cuvier mincralogy—I took a 
lot of old things from you when I had no time to look 
at them, most have turned out useful, but this is waste 
paper. 

Thope to run in for a rummage in May, & shall not 
bein such a hurry as last time—having thrown Oxford 
over, on her vivisection vote—& feeling much the 
better of being rid of her. 

Ever affly Yrs. 


JR 


* Flora Londinicnsis. Ep. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 
‘ OTI FRB. 85. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’m ashamed not to have cashed your account yet— 
and more ashamed to send another cheque to my 
banker’s—hands stiff with signing them! ever since 
Xmas. What say you to getting my rst, ed. of 
Poliphile out of me? 


TT 
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I'll give it you for 100 g. your account sixty— 
(whatever it is, and the rest cash, and come for some 
mote books that nobody clse would buy soon,—but 
I can’t till I’ve time for saving, ifI pay cash, 
What thoroughly fine old books these Pinkerton 
Petralogics are. : 
Ever aflectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
Brit Ma (sic) APRIL, 
My dear old-omniscicnt-friend 

Here is your cheque—and please if any more 
Evelyn Silvas come in your way, put them in mine 
also, 

Ihave been reading Moscheles Schindler—Swindler 
life of Beethoven, which is rubbish and rot, Can you 
find me anything better about him ?—I perceive him 
to be a poor shelfish sulphurous meteor of a man— 
a Star by no manner of means—but his life is a hard 
onc—and a shame to Hurope—& its Kings and 


Fiddlers. 
Ever your grateful 


jeR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIURE, 
IOTH APRIL, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Iam entirely pleased with, your valuations, and wish 
you all’manner of bargains during the scason, The 
public are wretches and owls, not to send me mints of 
money to spend with you, 

Ever affectly yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 


I've resigned my Oxford Profp., on the endowment 
of Vivisection, and am enjoying myself among the 
primroses. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
6TH MAY. 


Dear old—Boy, 

‘What a nice long chat of a letter; I want to sce that 
Mz, Ambhersis story directly,*—and I wish you'd 
write a lot of stories directly for me, for I'm very dull 
and can’t read anything but children’s stories. I’m 


* A reference to a book, “In a Good Canse”, strongly 


supported by Bernard Quaritch for Mrs Tyssen Amherst’s 
appeal on behalf of the North Eastein Hospital for Children, 


London, N.E, Ep. 
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suce the whisky would put my tecth to rights if ’'d 
any left—but I’ve only stumps, and no voice either 
I think to day. But I’m having fine talks with the 
anemones, in their tongue, 
Ever your grateful 
JR. 


BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
13TH MAY, 
Dear Quaritch, , 
T like the Chinese book greatly: but returned Two 
Shoes, because I had it before, (and its only coloured 
books I want)—and the book with your story in it 
because there is another about Lion & Bull killing— 
the most loathsome and disgusting thing I ever saw 
in print—The carcase literature of modernism is the 
most diabolic sign of the times of all—to my eyes, 
But—things have becn bad cnough since penis 
was invented. 
Oh me,—if only we could get to a world with no 
print or gunpowder in it! 
Your loving 


PR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
24TH JULY 85, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Noartticle of my property—book—picture or object 
of virtu—is ever any where or at any time to be put 
up to auction, 

Return me the book on the Popes with all speed. 
Make your own estimate on the others when they 
atrive and send it me in a detached list, for me to 
examine, offer me no books but those I ask for. 

Go on seeking for Pinkertons 

Your affecte 


ER 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 
STH AUGT, 


Dear Quaritch, 

These books are perfectly delicious. I am so very 
grateful to you for finding them. 

Pinkerton must be reprinted!—I never saw any~ 
thing so good.—its just myscl£!—before I was born. 

Homer capital ! too. 

Ever your grateful and amazed, 
JR 
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y 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 


Yes—get me the 7/6 Pinkerton—and the others, if 
not above ro/~. 

Please also look out for copics of coloured illustns 
of collection of minerals made by Philip Rochleigh, 


1797: 
Faithfully yrs. 


ypR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTIUIRG, 
TOTIT SHPT, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I'm delighted with the Evelyn and all you've been 
doing for me—the /- Pinkerton is a freasure the 
engravings ate lovely—I enclose the nice round sum 
cheque—and feel light hearted at being out of debr— 
and able to think what I want next. 

Liver your grateful, 
JR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’'mmore & more pleased with these old mineralogies 
—but will you please send me in total account now, 
and at the same time look out for more copies of 
Pinkerton’s petralogy, which I want to make presents 
of, 

Also I want *[another copy of the 8vo edition of 
Evelyn’s Memoirs & Diary (London-Colburn, 1827) 
5 vols, If it will be difficult to get you must send me 
any edition in tolerably good print, as I must have it 
this week if possible. You played me a shabby trick 
in asking my opinion of that Plant Book before the 
artist, of course you really didn’t want my opinion, 
but my compliments. My compliments you were 
welcome to, but don’t quote me as having given you 
more, 

Lver affectly yours,] 


J. RUSKIN. 


* Portion in brackets in S, D, Anderson’s handwriting. Bd. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASMIRY, 
T7TIL OCT, 85, 
Dear Quaritch, 

In looking over letters for autobiog. I’ve come on 
soine beautifully flattering epistles of yours—pages 
long—I wonder how much of them is in the way of 
business,—& how much real. There is some reality in 
them certainly—but you need’nt fear my printing 
them. 

Meantime—how many fivers are you in my debt, 
I want to know—and Lwant (sic) to work you out, 
as fast as I can; so please in the first place look for 
Moule’s Heraldry of Fish,—and tcll me what editions 
there are of Duke of Wellington dispatches—and 
what sort of lives of him exist. 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
j.R. 


BRANIWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIUIRI, 
3RD NOV, 85, 
My dear Quaritch, 

The Rochleighs are much too dear for me~and I 
don’t want more Pinkertons—but tell me what 
botanical or other books there are by Haller—the old 
chemical botanist? 
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Tam ashamed of you for sending me back that MS, 
—but I’ve been far too charitable to humanity—I hope 
to live to express more just opinions of the race. 


Ever yours faithfully 
JR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
6TH DEC, 


Dear Quaritch, 
Yes, send ine this copy at once, Have you a decent 
one of Napicr’s Peninsula War? 
Ever your—confiding—and suffering 
pR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 


My dear Quaritch, 

This is very curious—no search nor chance has 
lighted yet on any Vistas in Spain—and the house is 
not so large that we can lose folios in it long. My 
servant is positive there were only the three large ones 
in the parcel—Cities of Europe and two vols Spanish 
Prints, ; 

Ever your loving 
pR 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE, 
22ND DRC. 85, 
Dear Quaritch, 
’ * : 

Here’s your cheque, with thanks for the cheap 

Haller, & clean Napicr. 
I will begin 2 new account after I've got my other 
Xmas bill in. I wish—you as merry a Christmas as— 
people who like business better than play can make it, 


Ever faithfully Yis 
JeR. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
IITILJAN. '86. 
Dear Quaritch, 

Is there any collection of Napolcon’s general orders, 
like that of the Duke of W’s? or any well printed 
edition of the Code Napoleon—or any book whatever 
in which I can read his own written words? 

I want the larger edition of the life of Wellington 
(Gleig’s)—I see the small octavo is an abridgment. 


Ever affectly yrs. 
JR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
I2TIL PBB. 86, 
Deat Quaritch, 

The Grandison is delightful send me the rest, and 
tell me what best readable book Layard has done on 
his Nineveh—and what his plates cost in what forms. 

Also I want Clinton’s old Fasti Hellenica, 

And Gregory the Great’s Dialogues, There’s a nice 
little order for slack times, isn’t it. 


Ever your loving 
yR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
I7TH FEB, 86, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Where do I say in the slip you extract that I.have 
no book on shrimps? I don’t believe your big one 
would tell me anything more about them—anyhow— 
I can’t afford it—but am very glad to hear of it & am 
kindly yours 

[.R 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
22ND MARCI 86, 


Dear Quaritch, : 
What can. you get me a fairishly good Evelyn’s 
Silva for,—and have you anything of the great Boyle's 


by you? Ever your faithful Customer 


; JR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASUIRE, 
24TH MARCH, 86, 


Dear Quaritch, 

You really are a dear old brick, after all !—Here’s 
your £5 and I’m ever so much obliged to you, and 
want to know how you are, for I’m dreadfully stiff in 
the knees, and lazy in my business, since this last 


illness, Ever aflectionatcly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 


URANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRE 
28TIr APRIL 86, 

Dear old Fors, 
Do you chance to have any old-ish—chess books, 
with La Bourd’s and McDonnell’s games in any com- 
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plete series—or Philidas and his set. The modern chess 
is too Darwinian for me. 
And I want a heavy going big print old Pilgrim’s 
Prog. 
Ever your loving 
RR 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
ATH MAY. 
Dear Quatitch, 

Ihave kept the French Music Dict. too long. [hope 
it will come back safe. I should like Grove’s sent me 
regularly please. 

All the other books you have sent me are nice— 

You have another vol, of Philida to send havn't you. 

—I am very glad of those Cochrane MSS. 

How low do you go down in children’s books? 
I want some old coloured ones badly—the things 
coming out now are simply hellish., 

I have been ill with stomach and liver—or should 
have written. before. My tecth are striking work— 
like all the rest of people,—& then the stomach strikes 
too—And one finds—that+-there’s very little else to 
strike | 

Ever affectly Yrs. 
LR. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
22ND MAY, 


Dear Quatitch, 

It is intensely difficult to put Allen’s puff to rights 
without crushing it all up. You shall have my cmenda- 
tion tomorrow—it is short post today. 

Meantime, can you get for me the Life of St. Hugo 
of Grenoble par Guignes, qui le tenait, 8c sec bottom 
of page 31 in La Grande Chartreuse par un Chartreux, 
Grenoble Auguste Coté, 1884—and send me another 
copy of said book and I am ever your grateful 


JR, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
27 TI JUNE 86, 


Dear Quaritch, 

None of the books you offer me, do I want,—but 
if you can pick up an old “Rivers of France”,— 
(Lurner’s—with plates in good state)—or any old 
piano music of Corelli's, Cimarosa’s—or Mozatt’s, 
I’m your man ! 

A 


In haste today. 
Ever affectly Yrs, 


PR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
8rir auG. 86. 
Dear Quaritch, 

You're really as much of an Archangel as Corelli 
himself—to get me everything I want so quickly !— 
two Scullics* 8c, There’s really nobody like you— 
Pleasesend me the thingsmarked || in enclosed catalogue 
—and the cataloguc back, as I’ve only glanced at it. 

—Your grateful—and—still I hope likely to be a 
little troublesome— 

JER 


* Apparently a private code name or term used by Ruskin. 
Ep. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
22ND AUG, 86. 

Dear Quaritch, 

Had you—or any Bibliomaniac in Paris—or Vienna 
ever such a catalogue before !? Whata fever it would 
have thrown me into in old time. 

—Even now—I shall be on the fret if you can’t let 
me sce 3$701,—which is within my present means, if 
I like it. 

The Talbot book will strcly go to the Museum? 
I never heard of anything like it! 

Ever your amazed. 
JR. 


Or 
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BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRG, 
THURSDAY (AUGUST 26, 1886), 


Dear Quaritch, 

If you and I were only appreciated as we ought to 
be by the British public—what a library we should 
have shelved for them—say—instead-of (sic) for a 
toth Cent Reading Abbey | in some sequestered crook 
of Thames | 

—Idarenot re-open the catalogue.—butam thankful 
not to be tempted by this sample—which has nothing 
rare in it, I return it, carefully registered today—the 
lettcrsarcall extremely well drawn—buthave curiously 
little gold! 

Have you Parkinson’s Paradise Terrestris,—or 
Donns Hortus Cantab?—or can you tell me what 


sort of books they are, 
Your affecte 


JR 


URANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIUIRG, 
24qTIL OCT. 86, 

Dear Quaritch, ; 
The Hnudibras is indeed an unexpected treasure! 
T would send you cheque today, but you may as well 
add to it the price of a Hobhouse travels (referred. to 
always by Moore to supplement life of Byron) and 
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of any Higinus or other book you have by you with 
nice old figures of constellations—the modern astro- 
nomy, (vide last Punch)—does not agree with my 
notions;—and I am going to give some sketches of 
what the constellations used to was, when I first went 
star-gazing, 

Bver affectly Yrs. 


JOHN RUSKIN, 


I am xather proud—between you and me of a 
scholiast on Hudibras which I have just discovered 
for next Practerita 


“The Pulpit,—drum ecclesiastic— 
Keeps time to truth politely plastic 
And wakes the Dead, or lulls the Quick 
As with a Death’s head on a stick.” 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
IST NOV. 86, 


Dear Quaritch, 

That d—d Gosling and gander has omitted exactly 
the poem I wanted most to see on govt. education !— 
please get me all of Gray you can in its own form— 
and send me no more Gossepelling—The Longmans 
magazine isa bad reprint I believe—try ifyou can’t get 
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mea better, And have you any book with old pictures 
of Seville, or Granada? and maps of Andalusia? 
Ever your loving 


P,T.O. JeR 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 
Mz. Ruskin would (sic) Fortis’s Travels in Ilyzia and 


Jamicsons Scottish Dictionary. Yours truly 


S. D, ANDERSON, 


BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE. 
16th Nov. 86, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I’m returning a Star book which is too ugly for me, 
and meant to return a Book in Spanish—when I got 
it—but fear it may be lying about the library yet,— 
and I must return the Japanese Princes, who paint in 
too dead colour for me. But the Spanish Tomb book 
—and the one on. cities are most delightful—only I’ve 
lost note of their price—I hope it’s within my range. 

I want a Sydney Smith’s Moral Philosophy, in a 
good fresh state, to make a present of, 

Have I thanked you for the 4 vol, Gray? it is all I 
wanted, But his life is as sad a one as my own. 

Ever affectly Yrs. 
J. RUSKIN, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
FRIDAY, IOTH NOV. 86. 


Dear Quaritch, 

Weare all so much obliged for the present of Mary’s 
Meadow. Ihad never seen it, and the illustrations are 
admirable,—the best I have seen for years. 

Thanks for condolence as to my life. Certainly, the 
worst of it—to me—is its being nearly over—Even 
on its present duller terms—ifI could yet work in any 
hope of conclusion—to anything I intended, it would 
be cheerful cnough. But writing Praeterita is—to me 
less happy than some old pcople seem to find thinking 
Praeterita, 

You havn’t told me at what cost I can keep the 


grand books, 
Ever very gratefully Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 


No more Japanese work please I never went in for it— 
only the Prince’s names tempted me. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASTIRE, 
23RD NOV, 

Dear Quaritch, 

Tam ina great puzzle at not being able to find the 
last book invoiced—Vistas en Espana—and the Seville 
book I ought to have returned before now, but I send 
cheque to my credit on the books specified over leaf 
for which I am extremely gratcful and will have a 
good look for the Vistas this afternoon, 


Your affect 


J. RUSKIN. 
1. Theatre 6. 6. 
1, Forbes Travels 10. 
1. Jamiesons Dict. 4. 10. 
x, Carderera 7, 10, 
1. Smith’s Philos, 8. 
LW. 4.0 
BRANTWOOD, 


CONISTON, LANCASHIRE 
TATU DUC, 86, 
Dear Quaritch, 
Send me Toledo Pittoresca by all means, 
Have you no clue to the loss of the Vistas yet? 
Ever yrs, 
JR 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRG. 
22ND Dn. 86. 
Dear Quaritch, 
I’m so glad—the Spanish views are found—and are 
lovely—I keep gladly. 
Please send me in full account now to Xmas and a 
merry Xmas to both of us. 


Ever your grateful & troublesome 
eR. 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
IST JANUARY, 87. 

Dear Quaritch, 

As it chances—this is my first note of the New Year 
—All good hap be to you therein—and good gleaning 
from years gone by. 

I shall be sixty eight in February, but I don’t find 
my hand shake yet,—nor I think, my head ! more than, 
once a year or so. 

Please give the odd 35/ of enclosed cheque to your 
packer & believe mc—affectly Yours 


JOHN RUSKIN. 
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A Monsr 
Monsr St. Bernard. Quaritch 
15, Piccadilly 
London, W. 


BRANIWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE, 
ATUJAN, 87, 
Dear Quaritch, 
old (sic 


I want the best print a cdition of Richardson—if it 
could be had separatcly—I'd like Sir Charles by him~ 
self—but will take all if 1 must. 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN. 


BRAN WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIRE, 
ISTIC MAY, 87, 
My dear Quaritch, 

Your dispatches are important to me today, 

I want best copies of your Spanish Music—and a six 
guinea proof of my own illustrations of architect, of 
Venice—as Xd on enclosed—& other things. 

But my chief business is with your advertisement 
AB copied I suppose from Allens—published without 


98 


LETTERS OF JOUN RUSKIN 


my knowledge or sight of it. Now that advertisement 
is as much a puff—and in some respects, as false as ever 
a cheating publisher issued, You shall not publish it, 
without my explicit contradiction—but please send 
me what you copied it fiom—I do not choose to 
correspond deal (sic) with skulking Mr. Allen, just 


nO: Ever affectly Yours, 
JOUN RUSKIN, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
IOTIL MAY 87. 


My dear Quaritch, 

Your ‘explanation’ as you ought to have known— 
is very far from satisfactory to me. 

If you quote Mr. Allen’s statement quote it as his. 
You know nothing of my plates! and can make no 
statement xespecting them, In all copies of your 
circulars hereafter to be printed—say “Extract from 
the Publisher’s circular” or—which would be more 
to my mind—tIeave his statement out,—and insert one 
of mine,—to be written carefully for you. 

Faithfully Yrs, 
"J. RUSKIN. 


See over, 
Can’t you sec that the mezzotint plates could not 


possibly have becn restored? without re-engraving? 
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u BRANT WOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIREG, 
: SUNDAY, 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

Asumall parcel with your label on it has this morning 
arrived for Mr, Ruskin, I have not opened, judging it 
is safer as it is. 

As I dare say you know Mr. Ruskin. is sctiously ill, 
& it will be many wecks before he will be able to 
attend to any business. If what you have sent is merely 
on approval it had perhaps better be returned to you, 
Jest it should come to harm here, but I shall retain it 
inless I hear from you to the contrary, 

Yours truly 
SARA D, ANDERSON, Secy, 


BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE 
AUG 22; 87. 

Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

“T have to thank you, in Mr. Ruskin’s name, for the 
little book which came two days ago, I’m sure it will 
interest him, 

. He has at present gone abroad for a little refiesh- 
ent after his last illness and nothing ‘in the way of 
cortespondence is to be sent after him. We hope 


much for him fro rest, ; 
nuch for him from the rest Youts sincerely, 


S. D, ANDERSON. 
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ROYAL KENT IIOTEL, 
SANDGATE, 
ISTH NOV. 87. 


Dear Quaritch, 

Please send me all those jolly little books here to 
look at. I shall keep some of course. And don’t tell _ 
anybody where I am.—Here—as elsewhere J am 


always gratefully Yours, 
J. RUSKIN, 


25TH NOV, 87% 
Dear Quaritch, 

The Horace is quite lovely and I think it cheap at 
4. 4. 03 the Fairy Tales are worth double what you 
charge for them—but they’re dreadfully disappointing 
to me as compared with the respectable ones I had.— 
Little Downy—the Field mouse—Peacock at home 
&c. Had gentlemen’s children no coloured, bogks 
those days? 

You don’t often find me asking.for English Bibles 
but I can’t get at my blessed Brantwood Testament 
and I gave my hundred guinca tenth century one 
(N.B. I couldn’t read a Word of the small print of it-— 
so it was like the bairns ill baked bannock in the 
Monastery)—to the ladies’ college av Cheltenham— 
and now I’m hard loédking up of my old work to 
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correct the text !~sce how beautifully its done in my 
new edition of —— a cheap sort. 

—Well I still want a cheap—standard text with the 
Apocrypha—but 1 rare edition please the commonly 
recognized and used one in Charles Ist or II’s time. 

—Can’t write more, but send me down. onc or two 
to look at for Sunday. 

Ever affectly Yours 


JOHN RUSKIN, 


ROYAL HOTEL, SANDGATR, 
13 TIL Duc, 87, 


Dear Quaritch, 

This niusical and ornamental catalogue is a tre- 
mendous temptation, How you ever get them 
arranged—or ever and ever printed without errata 
—is a daily increasing wonder to me. 

Ishall be sadly disappointed if the Lacteyrie is gone, 
bottom of p. 66—please send it me here at once if you 
still have it with the Magyar ornament in portfolio, 
at/- p. 62. 

The Zarlitic of Chioggia 330, £4 

Beggars Opera 335 

Antiphonaire de Saint Gregoire, 292 
And song books 338, 392, 402. 
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—I want a standard edition Herrick; mine is....., 
I believe, but an ugly small one—send me the best, 
you have, at any not rare price, 

Thope to come for a chat some day soon. You are 
one of the few friends who always teach me something 
useful—or admirable, The others—mostly make me 
want to punch their heads.—They’re so proud of 
living on Darwinian principles, 


Ever affectly Yrs, 
J. RUSKIN. 


(SANDGATE.) 
I6TI DRC. 87. 
Dear Quaritch, 

I am greatly delighted with Lacteyrie—and the 
Venetian Music book—and well pleased with every- 
thing else in last invoice. But your catalogue remains, 
irresistible—Can you kindly look out for me what 
you have of the Xd things on enclosed two leaves;— 
with 

$51, Tyrrell Ll. 4. 

558, Scott Lae 4 

your Armorial China £2. 2 
and the Romanceros del Cid, p. 104 10/1!!! and if 
you can make out the account completely for all— 
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Til send you cheque on Monday, and begin again 
after Christmas. I wish you good times always—at 
every Mass, 

Your grateful 


JOIN RUSKIN, 


I7TI DRC. 87, 
Dear Quaritch, 

Iam very proud of being thanked, as if 1 were really 
of some usc to you,—but as for any ‘kindness’ on my 
part,—the pleasurc is all on my side, [don’t know when 
Ihave got so much for forty pounds, as the enclosed 
cheque I believe—clears my mere cash debt for, The 
several accounts came in larger parcel, 

You say the best edition of Herrick is scarco—I 
should be glad of the one wanting a leaf. 

I really hope to sce you this coming weck—and the 
dear old back shop again, 

Ever affectly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN, 
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(LONDON, DEC 22, 1887.) 
THURSDAY. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I could not sleep last night, after the excitement of 
seeing those MSS—and am fit for nothing today— 
but Ihope to be up again in a week or two, and about, 
for quite a happy time over them—Perhaps you 
wouldn’t mind trusting me to look over the natural 
history one quictly at Sandgate—(Kent Hotel) but 
I’ve plenty to do there, and ifthe MS is very delicate— 
you must not let it suffer vibration of Rly. I was 
entitely happy to see you so well: yourself and in 
possession of such treasures. 

I like the two I carried off immensely—and am 
always 
Gratefully Yrs. 


J. RUSKIN, 


(SANDGATE) 
26TH DHC, 87. 


Dear Quaritch, 

I canmot enough thank you for lending me this 
precious manuscript. Fain would I keep it—and get 
the German Bible as well—but I really cannot think 
of anything now till after New Year's day, 

Except—that I want a pretty carly Bible for a girl 
—and don’t in the least know where to find even an 
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honest old one of thirty years ago,—with apocrypha 
and maps. I want something a little pretty, or at least 
dignified,—outside—but she’s the one that will read 
the inside—and it must be in good clear print, If you 
have another small Charles First one !—I would give 
it her at any rate—for the present, She comes of age 
on New Yeat’s Day—and I must do the prettiest and 
best I can for her. 
Ever your gratefullest 


J. RUSKIN, 


4TIIJAN, 88, 
Dear Quaritch, 

Iam so sorry to return the nat: hist; MS. but there 
were things in it one couldn’t show to people—I 
thought it best to send it back—as I am crippled here, 

Iam vexed to find what I thought were dratings in 
the 16th cent missal I bought—~are only coloured 
engravings—have you any note whom these arc by? 


Ever affectly Yrs, 


ER 
That modern Bible didn’t do at all. 
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SANDGATE, 
7TILJAN. 88, 
Dear Quaritch, 

Iam entirely obliged by your detailed account of 
the MS, which I extremely value—and have written 
to Mr, Severn, who keeps my accounts for me this 
year, as I cant be bothered with a cheque book away 
from home—to send you cheque for forty guineas. 

The older vols of Herrick were included in my last 
cheque for your general account so that this £42 will 
Jeave all clear, I believe, and me 


Your grateful 
JOHN RUSKIN. 


20TH JANY, 88. 
Dear Quaritch, 

No, I must not Ict myself be tempted by anything 
more just now— 

I got a modern Bible for the gift I wanted. 

Iam very sorry I gave your clerk all that trouble 
and worry—pretty nearly—now—for everything I 
do—and everything I don’t do. 

Ever affly Yrs. 
JeR. 
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MONDAY NIGIIT. 
IIHRNAE MILL, SB. 


Private 
Dear Mr Quaritch, 

All my cousin’s letters by the Drs. orders—come at 
present enclosed to me & so I send on one to you— 
trusting to yout friendship and discretion in answering 
—only I may warn you that neither he, nor St. G’s 
guild have any longer sums of money to buy costly 
books with—& if he docs when. he’s well feel able to 
buy the £63 one—he certainly has not the money to 
buy others—but when these attacks alas! come on he 
loses all control & understanding of his moncy matters 
—so please temporize with him as a friend— 


Believe me 
Yours very truly 
JOAN R, SBVERN, 


(KBN'T HOTBI—SANDGATH,) 
84 MARCI 88, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Will you please now send me my account clear 
(—Ihave the packetful—but want it done as you would 
do it for a man who had his head and hands made of 
the arithmetical Type). Send in my account, by itself 
—for the books last bought—the two twenty-guinea 
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MS, (or £25 or whatever the one with or without 
the engraving was—) AND the two editions of Herrick 
telling me if theres any serious difference—AND any 
cheap edition of Shakespeare which you can recom- 
mend to a poor—old—and half blind—(when the 
wind is Hast)—Cad—of a wine Merchant’s son,—in 
good big print—with no infernal notes by the Cad 
Editor. 

In plain English—I want a genuine Shakespeare not 
a corrected one—that I can read without spectacles 
and fear np for the printer—and— 

And lend me—if you can that Dutch Bible on 
INSPECTION 

Your lovingest 


pR 


28 IERNE HILL, $3. 
I7TI MARCIL 


Private 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

I gricve to tell you that my precious cousin Mr. 
Ruskin is at present suffering from one of his ‘dis- 
tressing mental attacks. 

I go and come to him and think it well to tell you 
this in confidence especially as he has got the Psalter 
you sent him on approval. Whether he will keep it 
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or not I cannot say, but he is much interested in it, 
especially with the picture he believes to represent the 
murder of Thomas 4 Beckett! in Canterbury Cathedral, 
If you can spare the manuscript a little longer, I 
think it would be well not to trouble him further about 
it just at present, but let the matter rest till he is better, 
which God grant may be soon. 
Believe me, 
Yours very truly 
JOAN RUSKIN SEVERN, 


(Mrs. Arthur Severn.) 


20TH MARCIE 1888, 
2 DEVONSILIRE PLAC, 
SANDGATE. 


(Note changed address) 


Dear Quaritch, 

A fast written note (interposed) has been detained 
by Dr. Bowles—or Boler? or Bo—(he not instructed) 
—of mine to you, taking the two MSS,—the one so- 
called by me, ‘Dutch’—but you tell me, German 
Historical Bible of late rich coloured style figure 
drawing, I believe you priced £400—but I buy it for 
St. George at the price you named whatever it was, 
and want it sent down here as soon as ever you can. 
The other, which you sent down with the Shakespeare 
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—price £63, is one of the best rath century Psalters 
I ever saw, and cheap to me at the money. But for 
goodness sake tell me how you got hold of it. 

Lhe sighs (sic) An inspection of any of the Quarto 
MS (not the expensive one) of rather fight roth to 
14th century work—would be welcome. 


Ever affectly Yrs. 
JR 


2, DRVONSIIIRE TERRACE, 
SANDGATE. 
23RD MARCI 1888. 


Dear Quaritch, 

Tl take the Toggenburg for £420 at once and am 
most thankful it’s safe here. I buy it for St. Georges 
Guild—but I send cheque on fly leaf for £80, for the 
little rath century onc—scratched out, if you have it 
still—ifnot—keep cheque on account—and write word 
today please shat is the wonderful rath Centy Psalter 
you sent me instead of the Toggenburg, last week. Ic 
is quite invaluable to me. I paid you £63 for itdidn’t 1? 

Give little Green Franciscus to bearer—and my love 
and. thanks to you for all 

Ever your devoted Disciple~—and Fellow 
(Book)-Worm 
JOHN RUSKIN, 
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(Cheque drawn hpes half sheet of note paper 
as staced in above letter.) 


23RD MARCH 1888, 
Messts, Prescott & Co., 
62 Threadneedle Strect. 


Please pay to Mr. Bernard Quaritch or Order 


Eighty pounds, 


£80 Soe JOUN RUSKIN 


You'll put a stamp on for charity? 


Endorsed: 
BERNARD QUARITCI. 


Norn, This cheque was evidently given to my Brother in 
1904 as being of interest to us. Ep. 


23RI) MARCI 1888, 
28 URRNY MILL, 8.2. 


Dear Mr, Quaritch, 

Ihave just found your kind letter—I had wrapped 
it into a parcel |— 

T do not know whether Mr. Ruskin’s man was able 
to see you—Dr. Bowles sent him here first with the 
letter for me to decide what to do—& I thought it 
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had better go to you as you are aware he is-not himself 
yet—& you must please just keep the cheque for a 
time, and not cash it. Indeed his Bankers have orders 
not to cash his cheques at present—My Husband has 
no money of his & he has never mentioned to us a 
word of ever expecting him. to pay any of his debts— 
Iam grateful to you for letting him at any rate have 
a sight of the manuscript whether St. George ever 
can. buy it, or not! 

T told my cousin a little while ago that if he spends 
at the rate of £12,000 a year when he has only £4,000 
to spend he must get into difficulties—& the result of 
last year of his extravagance was a collapse fora month 
when I had to nurse him through the most painful 
delusions of thinking he hadn’t a sixpence—& was 
starving to death! If his new edition of M.P.’s pays 
him. well enough to enable him to buy some manu- 
scripts no one would rejoice more at his pleasure than 


Your's very truly 
JOAN R, SEVERN. 
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GOOD FRIDAY (1888), 
28 ITERNRE INILL, $n. 


Dear Mr, Quaritch, 

I have just come back from Sandgate—my cousin 
complained of not heating from. you this morning— 
s0 please write if you havo not already done so—he is 
certainly better I’m thankful to say. 


Your’s very truly 
JOAN R. SEVERN, 


SANDGATL, 
2, DEVONSHIRE TERRACE, 
HASTER MONDAY, 1888, 


Dear Quaritch, 

I never wrote you a cheque with more perfect 
satisfaction than that I enclose. The Toggenburg is an 
entirely magnificent book, and the folio psalter, to 
Mg, precious more than I can tell you—the little green 
velvet is of the highest interest—~and the Dodeci 
Devotioni, a great bargain. The most precious of all 
however is the Cistercian MS,—in the new account— 
which has letters of a kind I never yet saw—and I am 
very glad to have the two Bibles but shall add some 
other smaller items to this account when I have time 
to look over your catalogue thoroughly. 

Can you tell me whom you sold the Lectionarium. 
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to? 35698?* and can you let mc have the Breviary 
35708 on inspection?—I have been fearfully annoyed 
since I came here by doctors and—scrvants,—my 
present man Edwin obeys—any orders but mine !— 
chiefly his own, and should have brought my letter 
—when I sent him up to town two hours sooner than 
he did. 

Tam getting the reins in hand again, however—and. 
hope to be up in Piccadilly myself, before long. 


2 


Ever affectionately Yours 
JOHN RUSKIN. 


I will send the account to be 1eccipted tomorrow— 
with the other, for notification 


* H, White. B. Q 


2, DEVONSHIRE TERRACE, 
SANDGATE. 
2811 MARCH 1888, 


Dear Quaritch, 

Lam delighted with the Psalter, the little Greenie— 
at 8o—and much more with the large octavo at £63 
which you never will tell me about. I could send 
specific cheque for both at once—the 80 sent by 
Edwin pay to my credit, as you kindly allow, but 
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there is foul play going on somewhere, and. I never 
know if my letters will go safe—It cannot last long 
now—but till I’ve stopped it, register all your letters 
to me, 
C/o Mz, Wilson 
Library 
Sandgate 


—~and send me your whole catalogue of MSS now 
on sale, 
The £420 Codex is bought by me for St. George’s 
Guild—it is magnificent. 
Ever affly Yis. 


JOIIN RUSKIN, 


I send in another packet all the accounts I have—to be 
out of my way.—Please send full account in clear, on 
the last day of this month—Saturday? 


2grtt (in blue pencil), 
Dear Mr, Quaritch, 

Tam glad to say my cousin is better—tho’ still alas ! 
far from being himself—I send on enclosed knowing 
you will act discreetly. By all means let him have his 
bill in fill—including the £50 you spoke of as ren~ 
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dered—which he may have mislaid—at least I have 
never scen it, nor has he spoken of it to me. 

Belicve me 
most faithfully yours 
JOAN R, SEVERN. 


Do not let him know Ihave written—he is so suspicious 
of everything and cverybody. F 


Sandgate. 
29th March, 


SANDGATE, 
STII JUNE 1888, 


Dear Quaritch, 

If you know of any one wishing to buy the German 
codex—please let Mrs. Severn know—at Herne Hill, 
whore it is—(28 Herne Hill, $.E.) she tells me you 
kindly wrote to her about it—and I—have been more 
extravagant than I ought to be. 

Ever affectly Yrs, 


J. RUSKIN. 


II7 


LETTERS OF JOUN RUSKIN 
28 MBRNE WILL, $2. 
ILTH JUNE 1888, 
Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

My cousin Mr. Ruskin & Mr. Severn went abroad 
yesterday—I saw them off—& Mr, R. gave me your 
lettcr—& begged me to say he accepted your offer of 
£400 for the German. Toggenburg Codex—& will 
be obliged if you will kindly pay the amount at the 
middle of July to his credit at his Banker's? 

Messrs, Prescott & Co. 
Bankers 
62 Threadneedle Street 
RC, 

,I will bring the precious Book one day this week & 
deliver it with my own hands—possibly on Friday or 
Saturday—as I am much occupied here till then; but 
if you wish it sooner—& could send a trusty messenger 
& would let me know when he would come, I would 
deliver it—with your written order?—my poor cousin 
alas! tho’ he had immense pleasure in it at first told 
me “he couldn't lately bear the sight of it—ie made 
him so miserable the thought of his extravagance in 
buying it, when he couldn’t the least afford it”— 
I knew that at the time! & am only sorry he should 
feel unable to keep it— 

Believe me 
Your's very truly 
JOAN RUSKIN SBVERN. 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
; 13 TH JULY. 
Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

Mr. Ruskin begs me to ask you what you would 
give him for the MSS of “St. Ronan’s Well” in 1 vol. 
and “Peverill of the Peak” in 2 vols. the original 
manuscript by Sir Walter Scott?—Please send me 
answer here. 


Believe me 
faithfully your’s 
JOAN R, SEVERN, 
Cheque ' 
No. Bf 72384 





Two Hunprep and Tyenty séven pounds & four shillings 


8 
£,227-4-0, 8 
& BERNARD QUARITCH 
Endorsed on. back 
Joun Ruskin, PRESCOTTS 
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BHAUVAIS. 
I7TIU JULY 88, 
Dear Quaritch, 

I did not expect your cheque until middle of July 
and the Post Office kept it—registered by Mrs. Severn 
—because I had no passport! I defied them to keep it 
longer than I chose and got it out of them yesterday— 
and expect to get a good deal more out of you. 

The Paris Breviary was “ou fuspection” still and you 
couldn’t suppose I could “inspect” such a book in a 
hurry. However I’vea use for it that I did not think of 
before—so I’ve signed receipt enclosed and sent your 
cheque to Prescott’s—but as I took the Toggenburg at 
asnap when you would have allowed me reflection— 
I shall expect you to keep it now till I have sent some 
talk of an enlivening nature to Birmingham for not 
sending me money for it straight off. 

One of the clasps came off—the other was off (you 
may take them all off if you like and bind a model with 
them)—I only want the vellum, and I'll thank you to 
hold it still at my order, and not show it to anybody 
as I've done a month’s hard work on it already, 

Also please answer something civil to Scott and to 
me,—of what you'll give for Peveril, and St. Ronan’s 


and believe me ever 
Your loving & soft 


JOUN RUSKIN, 
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BRAUVAIS. 
. IOTH JULY 88, 
Sir, 

Kindly inform Mr. Quaritch with reference to the 
communications I have received from him, that Ihave 
no further occasion for his catalogues, 

Tam, Sir 
Your Obedt Serve 
‘ JOHN RUSKIN. 
The Book Keeper, 
15, Piccadilly. 


IOTH JULY 1888. 
BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

I wish you had done as you were asked at first & 
paid the money into my cousin’s Bankers & trust you 
will do so now—~ 

Messrs, Prescott & Co. 
62 Threadneedle St.— 
the £227 odd—and I will give you a receipt & be 
responsible for it to you—my poor cousin is again 
(as you will see by enclosed) very excited—& will 
probably never send that cheque now to his Bank— 
& he has counted on your moncy now—& indeed 
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I cannot pay his usual bills without it—tt’s all nonsense 
your keeping the Toggenburg book for hin—when 
he was quite himself he was miscrable at ever getting 
it—I hope you will do as I wish about that money— 
for he really needs it now—You will sce by his note 
a little how he is—& he has told a friend who hasn’t 
any money for it he can have the Bible for tooo 
guineas |— 

I can have the £227 refunded to you if it should 
ever be necessary | 

faithfully your's 


JOANNA R, SEVERN. 


Ithink * — way will be if you approve for you 
to send the cheque direct to me here? and I will give 
you a reccipt on my cousin’s behalf—8& I will pay it 
to his credit—you will thus be doing both him and 
me a service—& keep the Biblo—Kindly do this by 
return if possible? ; 


* Words covered in mounting, Ep. 
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Private 


12ST JULY, 
BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, AMBLESIDE. 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 

Iwasjust going to writcand tell youofaletterreceived 
this morning from Mr. Ruskin’s Bankers announcing 
the payment of your cheque for £227, 4.0. & lam 
truly glad he Aas sent it—tho’ I gathered from him 
that he wouldn’t—You need have no fear of losing his 
friendship or patronage in the future—his present little 
irtitation means only that he is in an excited state at 
present alas! that it should be so—but all will come 
right—as it always has done—when he is quite himself 
again—You can let me know if he answers you about 
the Scott MSS, & if so, to what effect ?— 


Believe me 
Your’s truly 
JOAN RUSKIN SBVERN, 


P.S, Mr, R. sent me a copy of the letter he sent to your 
“Book keeper” !—I assure you it is all only a phase 
of illness—He also says to mel! in last night’s letter— 

“Do not be annoyed at the end of Toggenburg. It 
will be a lesson to Birmingham—®& a better one to 
Berlin” —& encloses me yours to him of July 18th—, 
you must not lead him into temptation !— 
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DRAUVAIS. 
THURSDAY, JULY 26711 1888, 
The Book Keeper, 
15, Piccadilly. 
Sir, 

As Mr. Quaritch deputes you to manage his most 
private business, will you kindly notify to that Gentle- 
man that I hold the Toggenburg MS. to be mine, 
not his,—that if he disputes my claim. to it, I will 
bring him into court—but that he is at liberty to 
wtite to the authoritics of the Berlin library saying 
he finds the book is not his to sell but that Prof: 
Ruskin, to whom it belongs, will let the Berlin library 
have it for a thousand gold picces—(he (sic) Prof. R. 
doesn’t know what they call their gold at Berlin)— 
and if they refuse it—Prof. R. he (sic) means to offer 
it to the Brit. Museum for £750—and if Mr. Bond 
refuses it—Prof. R. means to keep‘it himself! 

My legal ground of claim is that Mr. Q. agreed to 
pay £400 by the middle of July—not 280—or what. 
ever you did me the honour to remit—by the roth, 
This may not hold in law—but I am determined if 
Mr. Q. disputes it, to see whether it will or not, 

Tam, Sir 
Your Obedt Serve 
The Bookkeeper JOIN RUSKIN, 
Mr. Bernard Quaritch’s 
15, Piccadilly 


London, 
T24, 
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BRANTWOOD, 
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE. 
28TH JULY, 


Dear Mr. Quaritch, 


You had better perhaps wait a day or two till you 
hear again from the Professor~I fear you have rather 
brought this on yourself by not sending the Proft the 
full amount—& acting in so business-like a way !|— 
I cannot interfere in the mafter—& must leave you 
to do what you think best-— 


Believe me 
Your’s very truly 
JOAN RB. SEVERN, 


FINIS 
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